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1.  Jesus Admonishes His Disciples Not To Be Deceived about the Future, To Be Ready, Alert, and Faithful Until He Comes.

· "See to it that no one mislead you; "Watch out that no one deceives you" (Matthew 24:4). 

· "Be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming" (24:42). 

· “The Lord will come like a thief in the night (I Thessalonians 5:2; II Peter 3:10; Revelation 3:3), therefore, we should be ready.

· "Behold I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed" (Revelation 16:15).

· We should remain faithful, doing the Masters work until He comes (Matthew 24:45-51).

2. Future Things Teaches Us About God’s Character: Holiness, Righteousness, Wrath, Judgment, Grace, Mercy and Faithfulness.

Question? Why did the Jews not recognize their Messiah when He came the first time?

Answer: They underestimated the righteousness of God.

· “For I testify about them (Israel) that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. For not knowing about God's righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God” (Romans 10:3).

     The Jews failed to recognize the extent of God's righteousness, holiness and wrath, and failed to realize that it required the death of His Son. People continue to underestimated God's righteousness and judgment on sin and will not be ready for His Second Coming, by not accepting the one who takes away our sin and punishment.

     The fulfillment of biblical prophecy teaches us that God keeps His promises! He does what he says He is going to do. He is faithful.

3.  Future Things Encourages Us to Live Holy and Godly Lives.

· “The heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:10-12).

     Since this present world and its lust are passing away and a new world will be created were only righteousness will exist, this truth motivates us to prepare ourselves to live in such as an environment.

· “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds” (Titus 2:11-14). 

     Seeing what He has done for us and seeing at what He is going to do for us, keeps us from sin.

4.  Future Things Gives Us Hope -- The coming of Christ, also know as the “Appearing" and the "Revelation", is our “Blessed Hope”.
· “…looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus…” (Titus 2:13).
When Christ Jesus comes everything will be made right:

· “ He has put all things in subjection under His feet” (1 Corinthians 15:27). 

Christ’s coming gives us something to look forward too. It takes the pressure off of having it all now. Rewards are coming. 

· "In your presence is the fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forever" (Psalms 16:11). These things are only to those who have been made known the path life, (vs. 10) that is, given eternal life, by faith.

5.  Future Things Gives Us Comfort and Blessing

     In an age of ever increasing change, when change is happening at an accelerated pace, comfort is found in one who never changes. The study of Future Things shows us that God is in control. The Sovereign Lord is in control of the present and the future, about what is going to happen. He knows and controls history and has revealed to us His plan, and by this we are truly blessed. When things are predicted to go from bad to worse (II Tim. 3:13), we are comforted and blessed knowing that there is a Rock upon which we can stand.

· “The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, comfort one another with these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-18).

· “Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near”… “Behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book” (Revelation 1:3; 22:7)

6.  Future Things Validates the Word Comes from God. 

     If future things come true as predicted it then gives credibility to its validity. Only God knows what is going to happen in the future. He is the One controlling it. He has revealed the future to us and we can trust in it, because we can trust the One who gives it. The things that are happening in the world today are part of His plan. Everything will be fulfilled according to His plan.

Amount of Space Given to Future Things in the Bible

1.  Sixteen books of the Old Testament refer to things yet to be fulfilled -- Genesis, Deuteronomy Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Joel, Zechariah, etc.

2.  One book in the NT is of is exclusively dedicated to Future Things –-“Revelation”

3.  Many other New Testament Books dedicate large amounts of material to Future Things -- Olivet Discourse in the Gospels; I & II Thessalonians, 1 Corinthians 15, II Timothy, II Peter, Jude.

4.  A total of one sixth (15%) of the entire Bible refers to Future Things -- It's part of God’s overall message to mankind, therefore it ought to be taught. God thought it important enough to reveal it to us.

Reasons Why People Don't Study Future Things?

1. It causes controversy. Unity is more important than truth.

[image: image5.wmf]2. There is much confusion about the end times that makes it hard to understand. "There are some many different views, which one is right"?

3. It's a difficult subject. It requires a lot study time and hard work in order to understand it. Many people don't have the right resources. 

4. It's an unimportant subject. We need to evangelize and minister to people’s present hurts. There is more pressing needs now. We can't worry about the future. It has no application to my life now. The study of prophecy is, therefore, neglected.
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5. People fear the truth, especially about coming judgment. They don't want to dwell on the present world coming to an end. 

6. Predictions about the future are impossible, because this would require a miracle and miracles don't happen. If predictions about the future are not possible then the Bible is not true and if the Bible is not true than why bother wasting your time studying about something that isn't going to happen. Skeptics say, “To admit that predictions about the future are possible is to admit that just possibly the Bible is God's Word, not mans words, well that is just impossible. The Bible is just the invention of man. It is his groping to understand the world in which he lives”.
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What Happens to People who Neglect the Study of Prophecy?

1.  They fall or drift into deception about the future, and could possibly lead to heresy in other areas of doctrine.

2. They produce a distorted and lopsided view of God. They fail to understand the righteousness of God.

3. They become lazy in their walk with God and fail to grow to maturity in Christ. I.e.: The Hebrew Christians had failed to mature so that they once again needed to be taught among other things the elementary teaching concerning the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment (Hebrews 6:1-2).

4. They become now orientated, focused on their problems and lack hope.

5. They lack enthusiasm in evangelism. They fail to see the urgency in proclaiming to the lost of coming eternal judgment.
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Eschatology -- The study of last things.

[image: image10.wmf]The Millennium -- The one thousand year reign of Christ. The Millennium is historically understood to mean either:

1) A Kingdom primarily literal, physical and earthly future reign of Christ ruling from Jerusalem, over Israel and the world; or

2) A Kingdom primarily a non-literal, metaphorical, and a spiritual reign of Christ ruling presently in His Church.

Three Major Views: Each view believes that in some sense Christ presently oversees His Kingdom spiritually through His Body, the Church, while physically residing in heaven during this present age, and is yet is to return physically in the future.
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Amillennialism – “No Millennium”, Christ's return does not establish a Millennial reign on the earth for a 1000 years. The Millennium/Kingdom spiritually exists in His Church presently for an undetermined period of time to be followed by His physical Return, when at that time He will judge the world and afterwards immediately establishment of the Eternal State.

Defining Characteristics:

1. [image: image12.png]


The Millennium is an undetermined period of time, not a millennium (1000 years) at all. The figures (of Revelation) represent not arithmetical values, but ideas. The Millennium (the figure 1000 years) is completely symbolic of the idea of fullness and completeness.

2.  The Millennium, the Kingdom, is symbolic and spiritual, not physical, not earthly. The Messiah (God/Man) physically resides in heaven ruling the world spiritually through His Church, the New Israel, which is His bodily presence on earth.

3.  Millennial blessings are fulfilled, enjoyed, experienced by the "Church" in the present age, or in the future "Eternal State".

4.  The Millennium represents the inward spiritual triumphs which believers in Christ experience presently and in the future.

5.  The first resurrection of Revelation 20 is the regeneration of the Holy Spirit, not a bodily resurrection.

6.  Chronologically they place Revelation 20 before Revelation 19 -- The Millennium before the Second Coming.

7.  Because Israel rejected their Messiah, they forfeited the blessing promised to Abraham by God. It is the view that says in a way that Israel gets all the curses, but none of the blessings promised in the Old Covenant (Deuteronomy 34).
[image: image13.wmf]Postmillennialism -- Christ physically returns (from heaven where he presently resides) after the Millennium/Kingdom has been already been establish to some extent by His spiritual rule in the Church during this age. He returns to complete the Kingdom after an undetermined period of time, and then rules physically on earth for an additional undetermined period of time, immediately followed by the Eternal State. This view is also is referred to in modern times as “Reconstructionism”.
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Premillennialism -- Christ returns before the Millennium. He returns to establish His Kingdom on the earth for 1000 years. The Millennium is viewed as a time of restored national prosperity for Israel in which Christ will rule physically on David's throne over Israel and the world from Jerusalem. This was the predominate view of the early church until the 4th century.

The Tribulation -- An unprecedented historical period of great trouble and suffering, like no other, mainly brought upon Israel, but also upon the whole world, first prophesied in Daniel 9 as "the seventy week, in order to prepare the earth for its coming King. (It is to be distinguished from life’s every day struggles and troubles).
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The Rapture – A Latin term meaning, “to catch up”, known as “the departure”, or “the taking out” of the Church from the earth at some point in time before Christ's physical return to the earth. 
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Four Major Views – Primarily the timing of the Rapture is an issue among Premillennialist only, since Amillennialist and Postmillennialist consider the Rapture occurring simultaneously with Christ’s second coming, therefore they are post-tribulation and post-millennium.

1. Pre-Tribulation -- the Rapture precedes "The Tribulation".

2. Mid-Tribulation -- the Rapture occurs at the Mid-Point of "The Tribulation", before the "Great Tribulation".

· (Prewrath -- the Rapture occurs just before the bowl judgments; 3/4 view).

3. Post-Tribulation -- the Rapture occurs after tribulation or after "The Tribulation", but just prior to the Second Coming.

4. [image: image18.wmf]Partial-Tribulation -- the Rapture is for only those believers who are watching and are ready for Christ's Return.

Israel – refers to the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the Jews. 

Church -- a unique, “called-out” group of believers in redemptive history made up of Jews and Gentiles together in one body, (not revealed in the Old Testament), that began at Pentecost and ends with the Rapture.

The Day of the Lord -- a term used by the prophets (Joel, Zechariah, Isaiah, Jeremiah) to refer to the period of tribulation and blessing, a time in which Christ will reclaim His rule on the earth. The Day, defined broadly, is the present age that extends from Pentecost to the establishment of the Eternal State, defined narrowly, consist of only the Tribulation and the Millennium.

Covenant Theology – “A system of theology which attempts to develop the Bible’s philosophy of history on the basis of two or three covenants”
 –- The Covenants of “Redemption”, “Works, and “Grace”. 

Defining Characteristics:
1. The universal church consists of all believers throughout redemptive history consisting of both Old and New Testaments saints. The institutional Church began with the establishment of the Covenant of Grace with Abraham. Israel and the Church are essentially one and the same.

2. Postfall history of the administration of the Covenant of Grace is divided into two major dispensations, the only distinction being the way in which the grace of God was made known before and after the coming of Christ.

3. The Gospel is nothing less than the revelation of the Covenant of Grace, which is progressively revealed in stages throughout redemptive history.

4. The ultimate purpose or goal of history is the glory of God through the redemption of the elect.

Major Difficulty: For Covenant Theology’s system to work it must employ a double hermeneutic (a double system of interpretation) –- the “normal” historical-grammatical method of interpreting the Bible and the allegorical or spiritualizing method of interpreting unfulfilled prophecies –- “Future Things”.
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Dispensationalism – “A system of theology which attempts to develop the Bible’s philosophy of history on the basis of the sovereign rule of God accomplished over several dispensations or administrative periods. A dispensation refers to the particular way that God administers His rule (conducts His business) over the world.

Distinctive Characteristics:
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1. Periods of redemptive history (usually seven) are the result of the distinctions of God administering His rule in different ways at different times. 

2. The nation of Israel and the Church are distinct entities and each have a distinct purpose in God’s overall plan. The universal church is made up of all believers from the day of Pentecost until the rapture.

3. The consistent use of a single hermeneutic (a single method of interpreting the Bible) -- the historical-grammatical method. Dispensationalists by this method interpret unfulfilled passages of Scripture (“Future Things”) in the same way as fulfilled passages.

4. The ultimate goal of history is for God to glorify Himself by demonstrating the fact that He alone is the Sovereign Lord. Though the redemption of the elect is a very important part of God’s purpose of history, it is only one part of that purpose. God is working out many things in addition to the redemption of mankind.
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The Abrahamic Covenant

· Genesis 12 -- The promise stated

“Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father's house, to the land which I will show you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed" (Genesis 12:1-3).

· Genesis 15 -- The promise is formally made or ratified.

· Genesis 17 -- The promise is repeated after the birth of Ishmael.

The Provisions of the Abrahamic Covenant

1.   God Personally Promises Abraham

a. To bless him-- "I will bless you".

b. To make His name great -- "I will make your name great".

c. That he would be a blessing -- "you shall be a blessing".
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2.  God Makes National Promises to Abraham

a. Land -- (Unconditional)

b. Seed -- (Unconditional)

c. Blessing -- (Conditional)

3.  The Blessings are to Abraham and his seed personally as a nation.

a. The blessings are to those who bless Abraham and his descendants.

b. Universal blessings come to all people through Abraham, chiefly through Christ. The blessings extend to the whole world -- Through Abraham the whole world will be blessed.

Notice -- In giving the covenant there are no conditions, except to receive possession of the land. Once Abraham gets to the land God actually makes the covenant (Gen. 15).

[image: image34.wmf]The Fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant

1. There is No Requirements Placed upon Abraham -- The covenant was not dependent on obedience, to keep the covenant in force.

2. It was Reiterated After the Disobedience of Abraham and His Successors on Several Occasions (Genesis 15, 17). Some say that because Abraham or one of his descendants disobeyed down the line, the Covenant is no longer in effect. However, the Covenant promises are repeated to both Isaac and Jacob, even after they failed to trust in the LORD.

3. The Covenant is Declared Immutable (Unchanging) by Paul and the Author of Hebrews 

"The Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. For if the heritance is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise”. (Galatians 3:17-18).

     That which came along later (The Law) could not nullify the promise (The Covenant) made to Abraham.

“In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the hope set before us” (Hebrews 6:17-18).
     God swore by Himself, “So help Me, Me”. God made the promise (Genesis 12), and confirmed it with an oath (Genesis 15). The Promise is unchanging/immutable by two things: God’s word and by His oath. An immutable God made a covenant by promise.

4.  The Covenant has Not been Completely Fulfilled “Yet” -- The Jews have never inherited, that is, “taken possession of” all of the land forever/to the end of time, from the Nile to the Euphrates. The promise is that the physical descendants of Abraham will live in and possess all of the land historically until the end of time. This is still in the future.

Conclusion: If God made a promise to Abraham, restating the promise time and time again, and declared it to be unchangeable, even after repeated disobedience, and it has not yet been fulfilled, the conclusion one must make is that the Promise/Abrahamic Covenant is yet to be fulfilled. If God promised it, and there were no conditions involved and God can’t change it, and it has not been fulfilled yet, therefore the only conclusion is, it must happen in the future. This is logical.

Question? How do you change the outcome, that it is still future?

Answer: You make the Promise conditional.

     Amillennialist and Postmillennialist maintain in their system of theology no future for Israel. They say,

1) The Promise was fulfilled in the past, during the reign of Solomon:

· “Now Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River to the land of the Philistines and to the border of Egypt; they brought tribute and served Solomon all the days of his life” (1 Kings 4:21).

2) Or the Promise will never be fulfilled because the promise was conditioned on Israel’s obedience to the Law which they failed to keep, therefore they forfeited the Promise;

3) And/or the Promise is being fulfilled spiritually in the Church. Israel historically received some temporary blessings for keeping the Law from time to time, but due to their ultimate failure for chasing after other gods forfeited all of the Promise and blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant and received in history all of the curses later stipulated in the Mosaic Covenant. Because physical Israel failed to keep their end of the bargain, the New Israel, spiritual Israel -- the Church is the spiritual beneficiary of the Promise of a land, a nation, and a blessing.

In other words,

“Israel Receives All of the Cures but None of the Blessings”
     From the Abrahamic Covenant the promise of land is expanded in the Palestinian Covenant, the nation aspect is expanded in the Davidic Covenant and the Blessing aspect is expanded on in the Mosaic Covenant, which is later replaced by the New Covenant. The Mosaic Covenant was temporary, conditional, and was nullified or made obsolete by the New Covenant.
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The Palestinian Covenant – The Promise of Land (Deuteronomy 28 - 30)

God Promises:

1. Dispersion for Disobedience

· “It shall come about that as the LORD delighted over you to prosper you, and multiply you, so the LORD will delight over you to make you perish and destroy you; and you will be torn from the land where you are entering to possess it. Moreover, the LORD will scatter you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth; and there you shall serve other gods, wood and stone, which you or your fathers have not known. Among those nations you shall find no rest, and there will be no resting place for the sole of your foot; but there the LORD will give you a trembling heart, failing of eyes, and despair of soul…” (Deuteronomy 28:63-65f).

2. Future Repentance of Israel While in Dispersion

· “So it shall be when all of these things have come upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, and you call them to mind in all nations where the LORD your God has banished you” (Deuteronomy 30:1).

3. A Return to the LORD

· “And you return to the LORD your God and obey Him with all your heart and soul according to all that I command you today, you and your sons” (30:2).

[image: image41.wmf]4.  The Conversion of Israel’s Whole Heart 
· "Moreover, the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants to love the Lord your God will all your heart and with all your soul, in order that may live" (30:6).

5.  A Great Regathering
· “The LORD your God will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again from all the peoples where the LORD your God has scattered you. If your outcasts are at the ends of the earth, from there the LORD your God will gather you, and from there He will bring you back. (Deuteronomy 30:2-4)

· “The sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other” (Matthew 24:30-31).

6.   Installation in Their Own Land -- in Full Possession of, Never to Lose it Again
· “The LORD your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers” (30:5)

7.  Judgment of Israel's Oppressors

· “The Lord your God will inflict all these curses on your enemies and on those who hate you, who persecuted you" (30:7).

8.  National Prosperity and Material Blessings

· “Then the LORD your God will prosper you abundantly in all the work of your hand, in the offspring of your body and in the offspring of your cattle and in the produce of your ground, for the LORD will again rejoice over you for good, just as He rejoiced over your fathers” (30:9)

The Historical Fulfillment of the Palestinian Covenant 

Promises Fulfilled

1. Israel has been dispersed in all of the nations for disobedience.

2. Israel has received blessings and curses.

Promises Unfulfilled 

1. Israel (as a nation) has not acknowledged their sin -- Their greatest sin is not believing and confessing that Jesus as LORD.
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They have not returned to the LORD -- the God they worship today is not the LORD.

3. They have not had their heart circumcised by God -- They do not love the LORD Jesus, but hate and despise Him.

4. They have not all been regathered to the Land -- Only a remnant of Jews who were of the dispersion has returned to the land of Palestine. Not all of the Israel has returned. At the beginning of the 21st century there are still more Jews living in New York City than there are in the land of Palestine. A total and final return will be at the return of Christ.
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5. They have not taken possession of the entire Land that was promised -- Israelis may live in portions of the Land, but they have not taken possession or ownership of the entire Land that was promised. The Gaza Strip, the West Bank, the Sinai Peninsula, the Golden Heights, etc. -- from the great river (the Nile) to the river of Euphrates is not under the control or possession of Israel.

6. Their enemies have not yet been defeated – The enemies of Israel abound. They are under constant threat of destruction and death. The peace process continues to this day.
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[image: image45.wmf]The LORD has yet to prosper Israel abundantly in all their work -- Even though Israel has made the land they currently occupy more productive in recent times, this is nothing compared to what God has promised in the future. Most of the Land continues to be an extremely barren region and unproductive, nothing like the restored garden God has promised.

[image: image46.wmf]The Davidic Covenant -- The Promise of A Nation, A Throne, A Kingdom (II Samuel 7:4-17)

· “When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever… Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever” (2 Samuel 7: 12-13; 16).

[image: image47.wmf]The Promises

1. David's son shall succeed him and establish his kingdom -- vs. 12.

2. This son shall build the temple -- vs. 13a.

3. His throne shall be established forever -- vs. 13b.

4. The throne shall not be taken away though his son's sins justify it -- vs. 14-15.

5. David's house, throne, and kingdom shall be established forever -- vs. 16.

The Meaning

1. Solomon is promised the immediate throne. David is promised a kingdom forever.

2. David's house (physical descendants) is never to be destroyed.

3. His Throne -- the right to rule with all the dignity and power of a king (not the actual chair on which he sat) will be established forever.

4. Forever means never abrogated, annulled or succeeded.

The Confirmation 

· "I have made a covenant with My chosen; I have sworn to David My servant, I will establish your seed forever and build up your throne to all generation” (Psalms 89:3-4).

· “My lovingkindness I will keep for him forever, and My covenant shall be confirmed to him. So I will establish his descendants forever and his throne as the days of heaven. If his sons forsake My law and do not walk in My judgments; If they violate My statues and do not keep My commandments, then I will visit their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with stripes. But I will not break off My lovingkindness from him, nor deal falsely in My faithfulness. My covenant I will not violate, nor will I alter the utterances of My lips. Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David. His descendants shall endure forever and his throne as the sun before Me. It shall be established forever like the moon, and the witness in the sky is faithful” (Psalm 89:28-37).

Conclusion: When you see the sun, the moon and the stars which seeming have lasted forever, David throne is still there! Therefore, the Davidic Covenant is unconditional, and it can never be annulled. Therefore, the Promise is still in effect. The fact that no one is presently ruling on David’s throne, (his right to rule), which exists on the earth, not in heaven, means that it must still be in the future. Some physical person must yet come and establish his rule historically.
     Historically only one Person qualifies to sit on David’s throne and rule over Israel and the nations of the earth.
Jesus Christ is the only person who qualifies to still sit on David's throne!

     Not only did God became a man in order that He might die to redeem and save mankind, but He also became a man so He might became a son of David and rule on his throne until the end of time, therefore, fulfilling God’s promise to David. In addition, the Man, Jesus has to possess the essential nature of divinity, eternality, in order for Him to rule forever. His mighty rule is characterized as being administered with perfect righteousness, justice, and peace (Isaiah 11:4-9). Such a rule is not humanly possible. He is the anti-type of all the kings of David that came before Him. 
     With the coming of Jesus Christ, He will extend his spiritual rule to the earth physically. Jesus already sat down on His own throne, but has not yet sat down of David’s throne. This is a “Future Things”.

The purpose of the virgin birth was so Jesus would be qualified to sit on David's throne. He became a man so He could be a son of David, and rule on his throne. Only a physical descendant of David could rule on David's throne. God/Christ already sat down on His own throne, but has not yet sat down on David's throne. God already and has always ruled spiritually, but not physically.

The Fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant

All conservative theologians agree the Davidic Covenant is fulfilled in Christ.

The Question Is: HOW and WHEN or WHERE?
Amillennial View #1 -- “The Church Triumphant” – The promise of the Christ ruling triumphantly over His Kingdom, the Universal Church, is fulfilled eternally in heaven. HOW: Spiritually; WHEN: In the future “Eternal State”; WHERE: In Heaven.

Difficulty: David's throne is not in heaven. David only has a right to rule over Israel and only over the land God gave them on the earth, not the whole world, universe, or heaven.

Amillennial View #2 – “The Church Militant” –- The promise of Christ, the King ruling over His Church is fulfilled spiritually and presently on the earth. HOW: Spiritually; WHEN: In the Present; WHERE: On the Earth.
Difficulty: Jesus is never called King over the Church.

Postmillennial View (Similar to # 2) -- The promise of Christ ruling over His Church, the Elect, is fulfilled spiritually and presently, climaxed by His personal return only after the Church has made all things right spiritually, socially, and politically for His return. (This view drove the mission’s movement in the late 1800's and early 1900's. There motivation for missions was to win the world for Christ, so that, Christ could return). HOW: Spiritually; WHEN: In the Present; WHERE: On the Earth.

Premillennial View -- The promise of Christ ruling on David’s throne forever (to the end of the age/time) is fulfilled in the future after the King returns from heaven to the earth, specifically Jerusalem, literally, historically, and/or physically over the nation of Israel and the nations of the world for a thousand years. HOW: Literally; WHEN: In the Future; WHERE: On the Earth

· "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end" (Luke 1:31-33).
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The New Covenant – The Promise of Blessing (Jeremiah 31:31-40; Hebrews 8:6-13)

Stated:

· “He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted on better promises.  For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion sought for a second. For finding fault with them, He says,” 

     “Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD. But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more”

     “When He said, "A new covenant", He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to disappear” (Hebrews 8:6-13; Jeremiah 31:31-34).

The Promises of the New Covenant

1.  Made Specifically with the Descendents of Abraham (vs. 31)
· “Behold, days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah…”

     This is God’s unconditional covenant with Israel. Presently, this covenant, which is the blessing aspect of the Abrahamic Covenant, has not been fulfilled for Israel and Judah as a group since they have not accepted by faith the one who ratified it by His blood sacrifice. However, at Christ’s coming all the remnant of Israel and Judah who survive the Tribulation will believe and every aspect of the Abrahamic Covenant -- Palestinian, Davidic, and the New Covenant –- will be fulfilled for them at that time.
2.  Regeneration (vs. 33b)
· “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it…”
3.  Restoration of the Nation (vs. 33c)
· “…and I will be their God, and they shall be My people”.

     God had previously told Hosea to name his son “Lo-ammi” which means “not my people”, you are not my people and I am not your God” (Hosea 1:9).

[image: image50.png]



4.  Gift of the Holy Spirit (vs. 34a) 
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“They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," They will possess innate knowledge of God. They will be taught of God.

5.  Justification (vs. 34b) 
· “…for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more”. 
6.  Everlasting blessing (vs. 37)
· "Thus says the Lord, If the heavens above can be measured and the foundations of the earth searched out below, then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that they have done, declares the Lord".

7.  Exaltation (vs. 38-40)
· "Behold, days are coming declares the Lord, when the city (Jerusalem) shall be rebuilt for the Lord… and it shall not be plucked up or overthrown anymore forever".

The Death of Christ is Foundation of All Blessing -- 
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· “When He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:27-28). 
[image: image53.wmf]    Christ's life given as a sacrifice on the cross, symbolized by blood, is the blood of the New Covenant. Christ’s death was what was necessary to ratify the New Covenant and place it into effect. The Cross makes the provisions of the New Covenant possible, without it there would be no blessing -- no regeneration, no restoration, etc. 

[image: image54.wmf]The New Covenant in Relationship to the Abrahamic Covenant -- The New Covenant concerns only the “Blessing” aspect of the Abrahamic Covenant, just as the Mosaic Covenant. The New Covenant replaces the Mosaic Covenant in this blessing aspect. The Mosaic covenant was only a temporary system for receiving blessing. The New does not nullify or replace God’s unconditional Promise to Abraham -- to give His physical descendents a land and a great nation. The New Covenant is not the spiritual fulfillment of the Palestinian and Davidic Covenant.
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The New Covenant in Relationship to the Old Covenant, also know as “The Mosaic Covenant”, “The Law”, or “The Torah”. It is:

1.  New Versus Old -- The promise made the first covenant “Old”. A new covenant, a new law, came along which made the Mosaic Covenant “Old”. The New replaced the Old. The New Covenant made the Old Covenant obsolete. The Mosaic Law’s purpose was to get us to Christ; to get us to the New Covenant -- the New Law. It was a tutor (Galatians 4:24-25). But we are no longer under that Tutor/Law. The New Covenant was promised 600 years before Christ. 600 years before the New Covenant made the 1st Covenant obsolete (Hebrews 8:8-12).
2.  Improved Versus Inferior -- It is “a better covenant”. The author of Hebrews is attempting to persuade the Hebrew Christians that there is no good reason to return to following the Mosaic Covenant as a rule of life when it is old and there is something new and improved and even a better model than ever for them to live their life by. Why use an old product when a new product is much better?

3.  Different Verses The Same -- “not like the covenant which I made with their fathers” It is not a covenant written on stone (Outward and Corporate), but a covenant written on the heart (Inward and Personal).

4.  A Change Versus Continuous -- There came "a change in law" (Hebrews 7:12). A change of law was necessary allowing the Christ to become a high priest. According to the “Old Law” only a descendent of Levi could become a priest, and only a direct descendent of Aaron could become a high priest. Jesus was from the tribe of Judah, not Levi, and therefore was unqualified. Therefore, a change of Law was needed allowing Jesus to be both King and High Priest, subsequently fulfilling Scripture concerning the nature of the Messiah’s (Anointed One) position.
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Unconditional Versus Conditional -- The Mosaic Covenant was conditional. In contrast to the Palestinian and Davidic Covenants, which were also unconditional. The Mosaic had conditions that the Israelites had to keep in order to keep the Covenant in effect. If they keep the Law they were blessed -- God sent rain. If they failed to keep the Law they were cursed –- drought, famine, death resulted. If they worshiped the LORD God alone they were blessed -- they lived peacefully in the land. If they worshipped other gods, the LORD God whom they offended cursed them -- The surrounding nations attack them. This is what both parities agree to do.

6.  Permanent Versus Temporary -- The Old Covenant was original intended to be temporary.  At the time Hebrews was written (AD 66) the Temple in Jerusalem and its sacrifices were still being offered, but it was soon to be destroyed (AD 70). The Mosaic Covenant was “becoming” obsolete and ready to disappear (Hebrews 8:1). The Old Covenant ended with the cross and the New Covenant was installed.
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7.  Salvifistic Versus Condemning -- The Law was perfect (Psalm 19:7; Romans 7:12), for what it was intended -- “to lead us to Christ” (Galatians 3:24). However, the Law was severely deficient in generating life. Its ultimate outcome was only death. Even though it was righteous it could not produce righteousness. It could not bring salvation, only condemnation. 

· “…by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20).

· “…when the commandment came, sin became alive and I died” (Romans 7:9).

· “…and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death” (James 1:15).
· “…the wages of sin is death…” (Romans 6:23).
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“But now apart from the Law, the righteousness of God has been manifested in the New Covenant…” (Romans 3:21). For although the Law makes it plainly evident that we “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, justification is available as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:23-3). 

· “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ” (Romans 8:1), who ratified the New Covenant by His death.
     The multiply animal sacrifices only created a temporary covering of sin, whereas the Divine Man’s one sacrifice was sufficient to forgive all sin for all time.

· “…through His own blood, He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption” (Hebrews 9:12).

For although,

· “the wages of sin is death, the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:23), “the mediator of a new covenant” (Hebrews 9:15a).
Question? If the New Covenant is Israel and Judah’s Covenant, and the nation as a whole has not believed in it, does their unbelief nullify the Covenant?

Answer: Unbelief or Disobedience Cannot Change A Covenant, Just One’s Relationship to the Covenant and/or the Covenant Maker.
     When Esau turned his back on the Promise (See Genesis 25:27-34), in other words, he did not believe God’s Promise or the Promise Maker, it did not nullify the Covenant God gave to Abraham and his descendents. The Promise still remained in effect. God was still going to fulfill what He had Promised, just not through Esau. The Promise Blessing instead passed through Jacob and his descendents, despite the fact that Jacob stole it from Esau (Genesis 27:36). Esau’s relationship to the Covenant changed, not the Covenant itself. Due to Esau’s unfaithfulness, his rightful first-born inheritance was taken from him and given to Jacob. The Promise is only fulfilled for Abraham and his descendents who believe and remain faithful to the end of their life. Esau was unfaithful and therefore did not receive the Blessing of Promise. 
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The New Covenant in Relationship to Unbelieving Jews
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     The same is true of unbelieving Jews today. The fact that the vast majority of Jews today and for the last two thousand years have not accepted the New Covenant does not nullify it. Their unbelief does not cancel the Covenant itself. Their unbelief only changes their relationship to the Covenant, as well as the other Covenants, and excludes them individually and personally from receiving the promises contained in these Covenants. Their own inheritance is being passed on to another generation who will believe. Ultimately, the Covenant will be fulfilled, just not with them. It will be fulfilled through a believing remnant of Jews at Christ’s coming. All of God’s promises in the Covenants are still in effect and God will fulfill His Promise! Great is His faithfulness. (See “The Promise Realized” Chart in the Appendix)
The Relationship of the Church to the New Covenant
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The Blood of the New Covenant, which the Lord Jesus Christ shed on Calvary, is the Basis of the Believer's Blessing in this Present Age. Thus, Christ participates in the value of the covenant to the sinner. The death of Christ and the New Covenant is applicable to the believer in the Church age. Even though Israel as a whole is not benefiting in the blessings of the New Covenant at the present time, the Church, the Body is participating in this New Covenant already even before Israel gets it. 
2.  The Church Partakes of the Lord's Supper in Remembrance of the Blood of the New Covenant  

· "In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying ‘This is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me’ (I Corinthians 11:25).

     We are to always remember that the New Covenant in which we share was made possible by the giving of Christ's life and blood.

3.  Paul is a Minister of the New Covenant

· "God, who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life" (II Corinthians 3:6)

4.  The Believer is a Child of Abraham because He is of the Household of Faith  

· "Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying 'All the nations will be blessed in you'. So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer" (Galatians 3:7).
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     The church, made up of both Jews and Gentiles, is not promised a physical land and a physical seed. The church is promised unconditional blessings -- the forgiveness of sins and eternal life for all those who believe, and conditional blessings for those who persevere in faith and good works -- rewards for service, such as, special recognition, promotions, and celebrations. In this way, the Church participates in the New Covenant.

The Conditional Aspects of the Unconditional New Covenant

     For those who accept the New Covenant by faith receive eternal life unconditionally. We cannot lose it or return it. It is a gift from God. On the other hand, there are conditional blessings and rewards -- “abundant life”, in addition to eternal life, found in the New Covenant.
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The New Covenant believer can forfeit blessings and rewards, due to their abuse of God’s grace, to unfaithfulness and disobedience to the New Covenant, Esau being an example.

In the Parable of the talents, 

· “The Master said to the wicked, lazy slave… “Take away the talent from him, and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 'For to everyone who has, more shall be given, and he will have an abundance; but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away” (Matthew 25:26, 28-30).

· Unfaithfulness and disobedient servants of Christ will receive a sharp rebuke and sever discipline for their unfaithfulness either in this life or at the judgment seat of Christ.

· Their disobedience does not nullify the unconditional terms of the New Covenant. Salvation is secure.

· Disobedience can and does affect ones relationship to the blessing aspects of the New Covenant or the Covenant Maker. Sin cannot effect one’s position in the family of God, but sin can affect one’s relationship or fellowship with the Father.

· Prolonged disobedience creates a greater strain on the relationship. Nevertheless, the believer in Christ can do nothing, either good or bad, to change one’s position. He is eternally secure.

· The believer can affect his relationship with the Father, such as, reconciling a broken relationship by the confession of sin and faithful service.

· If a believer refuses to confess his sin (repent) and preserve in good works (faithful service) the Father may choose to by pass blessings to that individual believer and in sever cases turn the them over to Satan or take that persons life -- the sin unto death. The same could be true of a local church as a whole. God could choose to remove its lampstand (Revelation 2:5) -- it would cease to exist.

5.  The Believer is a Seed of Abraham Because He Belongs to Christ

· "If you belong to Christ then you are Abraham's descendants, heirs according to promise" (Galatians 3:29).
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6.  The Believer is Said to Partake of the Root and Fatness of the Olive Tree
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"But if some of the branches (Jews) were broken off, and you (Gentiles) being a wild olive, were rafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich root of the olive tree…" (Romans 11:17) 

7.  The Believer is no longer an "alien" and "stranger", although a Gentile, because he has been "made nigh by the blood of Christ" 

· "Remember that you (Gentiles) were at that time separate from Christ, excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ…" (Ephesians 2:12-13).

8.  The Believer Benefits in the New Covenant as a Fellow-Citizen of the Household of Faith, Not of the Commonwealth of Israel 

· “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and are of God's household" (Ephesians 2:12).
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 How Does the Church Participate in the New Covenant? Five Views:

1. The Church Fulfills Israel's Covenant (Amillennial; Replacement) -- Problem: the New Covenant is with Israel and Judah, the physical descendant of Abraham.

2. The Church has the Covenant Applied to It -- It is Israel's covenant, but the Church gets all the application.

3.  There are Two Covenants -- One for Israel and Judah (Jeremiah 31) and One for the Church (Hebrews 8).

4.  Church has No Relationship to the New Covenant (Darby)

5. Church Shares in the Benefits or the Blessing Aspects of the New Covenant just as the Gentiles share in Abraham's Covenant (Sellers) -- The Church shares in the blessings, not in the national promises, not in the land.

· "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ" (Ephesians 1:3).
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Conclusions in Light of the Covenants

1.  God Will Fulfill These Promises to Israel!

a.   God did promise to do certain things for Israel: to give them a land, a nation, blessings, a restoration.

b.  The Promise was unconditional -- there were no conditions stated.

c.  They have not yet been fulfilled.

d.   God cannot lie!

e.  Therefore, they will yet be fulfilled!
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Question? How Does Anyone Concluded that the Promise is Not Future? By saying that:
1) There were conditions and Israel did not live up to those conditional; or

2) The promise has already been fulfilled either: a) by Solomon, or b) by the Church spiritually. Either way there is no future for physical Israel.

Question? Did Solomon Fulfill the Promise of Land? No!

1) His rule was not permanent.

2) He did not possess the whole land that was promised.

3) After Solomon died the promise was still given (See Isaiah 62:1-4; 65)

2.  Israel will Posses All of the Land?
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a.  The Promise was Given to Abraham 

· "The Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, 'To your descendants I have given this land from the river in Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates…" (Genesis 15:18-21).

b.  It is Confirmed by the Palestinian Covenant
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"At the ends of the earth, from there the Lord you God will gather you and from there He will bring you back. The Lord your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed and you will possess it, and He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers…" (Deuteronomy 30:1-10).

c.  It is Confirmed by the Promise of Israel's Regathering

1) The Dispersion was prophesied

· “…the Lord will scatter you among all peoples from one end of the earth to the other end to the earth…" (Deuteronomy 28:64).

2) The Dispersion does not abrogate promises of the land -- The dispersion is the penalty for their sin. Loosing out on the promises is not. (Psalms 89:30-37)

3) The Promise of Final Regathering and Living Peacefully in the Land has Not been Fulfilled
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“Then I Myself will gather the remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and bring them back to their pasture, and they will be fruitful and multiply. I will also raise up shepherds over them and they will tend them; and they will not be afraid any longer, nor be terrified, nor will any be missing," declares the LORD…” (Jeremiah 23:3f - 8)
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“…They will build houses and inhabit them; they will also plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They will not build and another inhabit, they will not plant and another eat; for as the lifetime of a tree, so will be the days of My people…”      (Isaiah 65:20-22).

3.  Israel Will be Restored!

a.  The Time of Restoration is Given

· “…a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in" (Romans 11:25). 

· "…and they will fall by the edge of the sword and will be led captive into all the nations and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled" (Luke 21:24).
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b. Restoration is Assured -- Though there is a partial hardening at this time, the blindness of Israel will be lifted. A new day is coming.

· “And so all Israel will be saved” (Romans 11:26)

     When the times of the Gentiles comes to an end, all of the remnant of Israel who are living at that time will be saved, the rebels will be purged.

c.  The Nature of this Deliverance is Described 
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"A Redeemer will come to Zion, and to those who turn from transgression in Jacob declares the Lord” (Isaiah 59:20). 

· "A Redeemer will come from Zion, he will remove ungodliness from Jacob. This is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins" (Romans 11:26-27).

4. The Church Participates in the Blessing Aspects of Israel’s New Covenant.
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     The Church, made up of Jews and Gentiles ruling together as equals, presently share in the spiritual blessings of the New Covenant by faith and in eternity share in all of its fullness. And as members of the household of faith the church will share even in the material blessings of the future Kingdom as fellow heirs with Christ. 

THUS, WE BELIEVE:

1.  Israel will have a future permanent national existence promised by God in the Davidic Covenant.

2.  Israel will have in the future permanent possession of the whole land promised by God in the Palestinian Covenant. 

3.  Israel will have a future blessing promised by God in the New Covenant.

All of These Promises are Yet to be Fulfilled!

They are “Future Things”

THE CHURCH IN GOD’S PLAN FOR THE FUTURE
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     After Israel rejected their King and subsequently the Kingdom, God turned His attention to the Church.

Prophecies Concerning the Church in the Old Testament
· There are none!

     “The Greek word for church is ekklesia ("called out," ek "out," kaleo "to call"). This word is used 115 times exclusively in the New Testament, mostly in the Book of Acts and the writings of the apostle Paul and the general epistles. At least 92 times this word refers to a local congregation. The other references are to the church general...”
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Some Biblical scholars define the church as:

“A local assembly of believers as well as the redeemed of all the ages who follow Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord”. (From Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c) 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

      The Church, as defined in the New Testament writings -- a group of “called out ones” consisting of both Jews and Gentiles as “fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise…” (Ephesians 3:4-6) -- did not exist in the Old Testament.
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     Not only did the Church not exist in the Old Testament it is not even mentioned once. The Church is called “a mystery”, which is something not previously revealed or known, until it was made known to Paul and the other apostles.

· "By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit; to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel" (Ephesians 3:4-6).

· "Of this Church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints" (Colossians 1:25-26). 
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     The mystery is Gentiles and Jews, fellow heirs and fellow partakers, in the same body. No such body existed until Pentecost. God did reveal that Gentiles would be blessed through Abraham, but it did not reveal that they would exist in a body as fellow heirs, in the same body. There are many texts in the OT that state Gentiles will be blessed, but none that describe a fellow heir relationship.

     According to Ephesians 2:10, God has made the two groups< Jews and Gentiles, into "one new man". This new body is” kainon” a new body of a different kind; new in quality, unused; unknown; unheard of; the latest thing.

     This truth was hidden in God. The Church was not an afterthought in God's program, but it was simply not foretold in the past, and was first revealed to Paul and the Apostles.
     Israel is not the Old Testament equivalent of the Church. Neither is the Church the New Testament equivalent of the nation of Israel. The nation of Israel was made up of believers in Yahweh, “the LORD”, and unbelievers. Both believers and unbelievers were considered God’s people. God dealt with them corporately as a whole. When God punished the nation for their idolatry the innocent were punished along with those who were guilty -- the children were punished for the sins of their fathers. 

· “Our fathers sinned and are no more, and we bear their punishment” (Lamentations 5:7; NIV).

The Church is made up of believers only and God deals with the sins of His people individually. Unbelievers that attend a local assembly of believers are not considered members of the Church.

Prophecies Concerning the Church in the New Testament
The first mention of the Church is found in Matthew 16:18
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· “Jesus said to Simon… ‘I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock, I will build my Church…” 

     This is a clear reference to something still future. Jesus did not say, "I am building my Church", as if it already existed.

Paul later mentions that the Church as “

· “…God’s household having been built upon the foundation of the apostle and NT prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone…”
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     The Prophets of Old are not the foundation of the Church, but the corner stone was laid at the Cross and the rest of the foundation of the Church was laid down during the generation of the apostles, upon which the rest of the Church is built. 

Simple Name for the Church -- The Body
· "He is also the head of the body, the church . . . " (Col. 1:18)

· "And He put all things in subjection under His feet and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body . . . (Eph. 1:22, 23).

Entrance into the Church -- Spirit Baptism
· "For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jew or Greek…" (1 Corinthians 12:13)

     One is placed into the body, the church, by Spirit baptism. Where there is no Spirit baptism there is no church. Were there is Spirit baptism there is the Church. The Church began with the first Spirit baptism. When did this first occur?
Beginning of the Church -- At the Baptism

Promised:
· Acts 1:5 -- - "John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now". -- It is still future.

Past:

· Acts 10:44; 11:15 -- "While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those (Gentiles) who were listening to the message". . . . Peter speaking said, "as I began to speak the Holy Spirit fell upon them (Gentiles) just as He did upon us at the beginning". Peter is speaking of the baptism of the Spirit in past terms.

Fulfillment:

· Acts 2:1-4 -- "When the day of Pentecost had come. . . They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance". - The church began on the day of Pentecost, the same year our Lord was crucified. The church did not exist before this day. It did not exist in the Old Testament. Israel is never called a body, never called the church. The church, a body made up of both Jews and Gentiles, did not exist in the Old Testament times, nor was it revealed.
PROGRAM OF THE CHURCH

The Purpose of the Church

     The Church is not meant to establish a universal kingdom of peace and righteousness. The Church has no cultural mandate to transform the world.

     The Church is an organization where personal righteousness imputed (Romans 3:22, 26; 2 Cor. 5:21); and personal peace is established with God (Rom. 5:1), and the peace of God is enjoyed (Phil. 4:7), because Christ who made peace (Eph. 2:15) is our peace (Eph. 2:14).

The Details:

1. To offer "the Gospel of grace of God" directly to all nations (Matt. 28:19); Luke 24:46 47). This is not “The Gospel of the kingdom” as preached by John the Baptist, Christ, and His disciples before Matthew 13 and to be preached in the tribulation (Matt. 24:14).
2. To "call out from among the Gentiles a people for His name" (Acts 15:14).

3. To unite the people which he has called out into one body by the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:22, 23; 1 Cor. 12:13, 27).

4. To give people the position of adult sons (Gal. 4:1-7)

5. To sanctify and build up the people (1 Th. 4:3; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; Jude 20; Titus 2:14).

6. To produce His own character in that people (Gal. 5:22-23; 2 Cor. 4:1-10; Phil 3:10).

7. To endow His people with ministry gifts and use them in His service (Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 12:4-11; Eph. 4:11-13).

The Means:
By the Power of the Holy Spirit --
· “…but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

· “…you are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him… for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live” (Rom. 8:9; 13).

· “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law” (Gal. 5:22, 23).

· “for the gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction…” (I Thess. 1:5).

By a Separated People -- 

· “Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness or what fellowship has light with darkness?
“…Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves form all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God" (2 Cor. 6:14-7:1)
· “Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also vessels of wood and or earthenware, and some to honor and some to dishonor. Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be a vessel for honor sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.” (2 Tim. 2:20, 21).

By the Instrumentality of Local Church --
That the Leaders Might Feed the Flock -- 

· “For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28)

That there Might be Definite Oversight -- 

· “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief for this would be unprofitable for you” (Heb. 13:17)
For the Purpose of Discipline -- 

· “Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also will be fearful of sinning” (I Tim. 5:20; 5:1-13)

For the Provision of a Place of Fellowship -- 

· “let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the day drawing near” (Heb. 10:24-25.)

For Observance of the Lord's Supper for the Testimony and Remembrance -- (1 Cor. 11:17-34)

For Concerted Prayer –

· “They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42-47)

To Give Out Instruction for the Work of the Gospel -- 

· “And He gave some as apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor/teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ” (Eph. 4:12)

To Provide a Beginning Place for Missionary Work -- 

· “Now they were at Antioch . . . and while they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, 'Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them'. Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent them away” (Acts 13:2-3)

By Preaching the Word, Evangelism and Missionary Effort --

· “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matt. 28:18-19)

· “But I (Paul) do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course and the ministry which I received for the Lord Jesus to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24)

· “Now I make know to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you…” (1 Cor. 15:1)

The Purpose of the Church Summarized 

       Dr. Sellers says:
Evangelize the Lost




Evangelism around the church

Equip the Saints for Ministry



  Missions around the world

Encourage the saints through Minsitry 

  Expository preaching and 

Enjoy Each Others Fellowship 



     teaching in the church

Exalt the Lord in Worship

THE CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF THE MAJOR PREDICTED EVENTS

A Summary of Fulfilled Prophecies

1.  Noah's Prediction of the Future of His Sons (Gen. 9:24-27)
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2.  Israel's Bondage in Egypt (Gen. 15:13, 14)

3.  The Future of Jacob's sons (Gen. 49:1-28)

4.  Israel in the Land (Deut. 4:26-30; 31:14-23; Judges and Kings)

5.  Israel's bondage's

a. Egyptian (Gen. 15:13-16)

b. Babylonian (Jer. 25:11, 12)

c. Present age-long Dispersion (Deut. 38:63-65; Lev. 26:3-46; Jer. 9:16; 18:15-17).

6.  Judgment on Surrounding Nations

1. [image: image87.jpg]Fie



Babylon (Isa. 13:1-22; 14:18-27)

b. Moab (Isa. 15:1-19; 16:1-14, etc.) 
c. Syria (Isa. 17:1-14)

d. Egypt (Isa. 19:1-23)

e. Tyre (Isa. 23:1-18)

f. Edom (Obadiah; Ezek. 28)

7.  A Partial Restoration (Dan. 9:2; fulfilled under Ezra and Nehemiah)

8. The Coming and Ministry of John the Baptist (Mal. 4:5, 6; Luke 1:5-25; Isa. 40:1-3).

9.  The Birth of Christ (Gen. 3:15; Mic. 5:2; Isa. 9:6, 7:14)
10.  The Offices of Christ

a. Prophet (Deut. 18:15-18; cf. Matt. 13:24, 25)

b. Priest: Anticipated in Types of Aaron and Melchizedek (Zech. 6:12; Ps. 110:4)

c. King (Zech. 9:9, cp. Matt. 21:1-7; Lk. 1:31-33: Isa. 11; Ps. 2; 72)
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11.  The Ministries of Christ (Isa. 61:1, 2; 42:1-7)

12.  The Death of Christ (Ps. 22:1-2; Isa. 53 - all offerings/types)

13.  The Burial of Christ (Isa. 53:9)

14.  The Resurrection of Christ -- Ps. 16:9, 11; 22:22; 118:22-24; Heb. 2:12.

[Christ's own predictions - Matthew 12:38-40; 16:21; 17:9, 23; 20:19; 27:63; Mark 8:31; 9:9, 31; 10:34; 14:58; Luke 9:22; 18:33; John. 2:19-21]

15.  The Ascension of Christ: Wave shelf type (Ps. 24; Jn. 14:2, 12, 28; 16:18; 17:13; 20:19)

16.  The Destruction of Jerusalem (Lk. 21:20-24)

Question? -- How were these prophecy fulfilled? ______________________________

Question? -- How are unfulfilled prophecies going to be fulfilled?

"At least half of the prophecies of the Bible have already been fulfilled literally. Such fulfillment confirms the fact that unfulfilled prophecy will also be literally fulfilled as one could anticipate from fulfillment of prophecy already achieved. Fulfilled prophecy is an important guide in interpreting unfulfilled and generally confirms the concept of literal interpretation of a prophecy . . . . Though it may be demonstrated that most prophecy should be interpreted literally, this does not rule out figurative revelation, allegories, apocalyptic Scriptures, or other forms of non-literal prophecy…"

     Every prophecy no matter what grammatical form it takes has a literal historical fulfillment.
Sense -- "What does the text mean?" -- The sense is determined by applying the historical, grammatical, interpretation.

Referent -- "What does it refer?" -- The referent becomes clear in the fulfillment. There is only one sense, but there can be many referents.

A Summary of Unfulfilled Prophecies 
1. The Completion of the Church Age 

2. The Rapture of the Church and the Restrainer, “Holy Spirit”
3. The Judgment Seat of Christ -- “The Day of Jesus Christ” [The Judgment of Believer’s Works/Service]

4. The Man of Sin is Manifested [The One World Ruler/Anti-Christ]
5. The Tribulation -- “The Day of God’s Wrath” -- Daniel’s 70th week [It begins with the signing of the peace treaty between Israel and the Antichrist]
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The Beginning of Sorrows [First Half - 3 ½ Years]

2. Abomination of Desolation [Half Time]

3. The Great Tribulation [Second Half – 3 ½ Years] 
6. The Battle of Armageddon

7. The Return of Christ

8. The Resurrection and Judgment of the Righteous Dead [OT and Tribulation Saints]

9. The Judgment the Living [Separation of the Sheep and the Goats]
10. The Binding of Satan

11. The Millennium -- 1000 Year Reign of Christ

12. The Release of Satan and the Final Rebellion

13. The Great White Throne Judgment [The Judgment of All the Unrighteous]

14. The Eternal State -- “The Day of God”  [The New Heavens and New Earth]
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The Completion of the Church [Still in the process of fulfillment]
The Present Age
     After the leaders of the nation Israel rejected Jesus as their Messiah. Jesus began to teach his disciples about a new type of Kingdom rule. Matthew 13 describes or compares the kingdom of heaven to the present [Church] age. Some call this the “mystery form of the kingdom” (Pentecost, Ryrie, Sellers?). Others (Touisaint) call this mystery a new dispensation. It is like the Kingdom, but not the Kingdom itself.

     Jesus first describes people's response to the preaching of the gospel.  This kingdom will be a mixed realm of the true (wheat) and the false (tares) existing side by side until the end.  It will start small be will grow to be very large, and will permeate the whole world. Some will seek it vigorously.  At the end of this present age God will separate the bad from the good.  The righteous will shine forth in the Kingdom of their Father and the wicked will be thrown away into eternal punishment.

     This present age will come to an end. The Lord Jesus Christ gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from out of () this present evil age.” (Gal. 1:4).

The Course and Character of this age of the Church
     Revelation 2 and 3 give a description of seven types of churches that will exist in the present age. These were literal historical churches that existed at the time John received the Revelation. Throughout church history there have existed churches that exhibit the characteristics of one of these seven churches and churches exist today that exhibit the characteristics of one of these seven churches. Some believe that these churches gives us a picture of the sweeping history of the church age. Each one of these churches describes a period of church history in which the characteristics of one of the churches predominated in that period.

30-100
Ephesus -- the apostolic church that lost its first love.
100-313
Smyrna -- the persecuted church that endured.
313-590
Pergamos -- the steadfast church that compromised.
590-1519
Thyatira -- the good works church that tolerated immorality and idolatry.
1517-1700
Sardis -- the dead church that had a few who were faithful.
1700-1900
Philadelphia -- the mission church that will be kept from the hour of testing.
1900-?
Laodicea -- the lukewarm church that thought it was everything but was not.

     Luke-warmness describes the predominate characteristic of the church at the end of the church age (Revelation 3:14-22)
The Last Days of the Church
Difficult Times
     Paul warns us that “in the last days difficult times will come” (2 Timothy 3:1) “for men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power;” (3:2-5b)

     Paul’s advice is to, “Avoid such men as these" (3:5c). A few verses later he tells us that these men are evil and impostors who “will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.” (3:13)

Many False Teachers
     Jude says these impostors have already have crept into the church unnoticed [to settle in alongside, i.e. lodge stealthily]. They are “ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.” (Jude 4) They “proclaim” the grace gospel, but only for the purpose of abusing God’s grace so that they may follow after their own ungodly lusts. “These are the ones who cause divisions, worldly-minded, devoid of the Spirit” (Jude 18-19). Satan uses these ungodly people to bring reproach against the church that teaches the true grace gospel. [Paul tells us that grace instructs “us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,” Titus 2:12-13]

     These false teachers think they can get away with sin and mock the Day of Judgment. Peter says, “In the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming?” (2 Peter 3:3-4). They are deceived and unaware “that whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.” (Galatians 6:8)

A Departure from the Faith
· “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith (aposteésontaí tines teés písteoos), paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth” (1 Tim. 4:1-3) [NASA]
Meaning: “fall away” “apostasía” means simply “depart” – Is used 15x’s in the NT and is translated “depart”. Some are mistaken that “apostasya’ means a “departure from the faith”. If that was the case then Paul would be saying that some will “depart the faith, the faith”, this makes no sense.

A chapter later Paul says that,

· “if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.” (1 Tim. 5:8)
He says two chapters later that because of a lack of contentment and the love of money,

· “…some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith…” (1 Tim. 6:10)
And some who have falsely profess special knowledge,

· “thus gone astray from the faith.” (1 Tim. 6:21)

In contrast Paul told Timothy to be,

· “constantly nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you have been following.” (1 Tim. 4:6-7)
Paul, the missionary, went about

· “strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith,” (Acts 14:22)
Paul told the Corinthians to,

· “Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong” (1 Cor. 16:13)
And the Colossians to,

· continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard” (Col. 1:23)
Knowing the end of his ministry was near, he said,
· “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; (2 Tim. 4:7)
Jude tells us to, 

· “contend earnestly for the faith.” (Jude 3)  “Contend” - “agonizomai” – agonize.
Be Patient and Preserver to the End

· “Therefore be patient, brethren until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains. You too be patient, strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold the Judge is standing right at the door. As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.” (James 5:7-11)

The Rapture of the Church – The Terms Used
The Rapture
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     The word “Rapture” is a Latin term not found in the English Bible. It is found in the Latin Vulgate – The Common Latin. 
The Catching Up – “Raptured”
· “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God, and dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together (harpageesómetha) in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, comfort one another with these words” (1 Thess. 4:16-18).
Meaning: “shall be caught up” “harpageesómetha” means to seize, catch (away, up), pluck, pull, take (by force). From a derivative of “haireomai”- “to take for oneself”, and akin to “airo” – “to take up or away”.
 “To be caught up” is used 13x’s in the NT. 
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The Gathering

· “Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him" (2 Thess. 2:1)

Meaning: “episunagoge” - a complete collection; a coming together to one place. 
The Changing

· “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, [“allasso” – “to make different”] in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised imperishable and we will be changed” (1 Cor. 15:51, 52).

     This “changing” is a mystery, meaning that it was not previously revealed until Paul proclaimed it. Therefore, you will not find the rapture mentioned anywhere in the Old Testament, nor in the teachings of Jesus. Though Enoch and Elijah are rapture types.
The Reception
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· “Do not let your heart be troubled believe in God, believe in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I will come again and receive you to Myself that where I am there you may be also” (John 14:1-3) 

Meaning: “paralambano” – “to receive near”, i.e. associate with oneself (in any familiar or intimate act or relation); to take, to take hold of.
The Resurrection
· “Some men who have gone astray from the truth saying that the resurrection has already taken place, and they upset the faith of some.” (2 Timothy 2:18)

     Again, this certainly would upset one’s faith if some of them had believe the error that the resurrection = rapture had already taken place. This means that they had missed it and that they were presently in the Day of the LORD, that is, the Tribulation. We are to be comforted that the resurrection will take place before the Tribulation.

The Rescue
   Paul reported how the Thessalonians waited,

· “for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.” (1 Thessalonians 1:10)

Meaning: “rhoumai” – rescue (NASB); deliver (KJB).
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     The wrath of God is always a reference to God’s temporal, earthly, and physical punishment upon an unrepentant and disobedient people, regardless of their eternal destiny. It is never used as a reference to eternal punishment, HELL.

     “…the wrath to come” is a clear reference to “the day of wrath”, “the day of the LORD”, “The Tribulation”. The Lord’s purpose is,

· “to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment,” (2 Pt. 2:9).
· “…He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed…” (Acts 17:30-31).
     We see the specifics in Revelation 6:16-17 which says that after the sixth seal was broken and a great earthquake, 
· “…men said, to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" 

     After the seven angels pour out the seven plagues (bowls) on the earth, which are the last, the great day of God’s wrath is then finished (Rev. 15:1).
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Clarification

     Believers can experience tribulation, and disobedient believers can even experience God’s wrath in this life, but all believers will be “keep you from the hour (time period) of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.” (Rev. 3:10) “I will protect you from the time of Great Tribulation and temptation” [The Living Bible]
“Paul understands wrath as something a Christian can still experience post-justification (13:4-5) if they choose to continue in “ungodliness and unrighteousness” (1:18). Therefore, deliverance from the power and experience of sin comes “through Him… by His life (i.e.: living the resurrection-life in Christ found in the following section concerning resurrection, Romans 6-8).”
 
· “…the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age,” (Galatians 1:3b-4a)
Meaning: “exéleetai” - rescue (NASB); deliver (KJB); “to pluck out” (Mt. 18:9); “airo” a primary root; to lift up; by implication, to take up or away; to sail away.

The Departure
· “Let no one in any way deceive you, for the day of the Lord will not come unless the apostasy (apostasía) comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction…” (2 Thess. 2:3)
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     Before the events of the Day of the Lord can begin the “departure” must take place first. This is not the “departure from the faith” (aposteésontaí tines teés písteoos), but simply the “departure” (apostasía). The New American Standard leaves it untranslated “apostasy”, the KJV and NKJV translates it, “falling away”, and the RSV and NIV translated in “rebellion”. However, these versions are reading “from the faith” of 1 Timothy 4:1 into the verse.
     “apostasía” is used only one other time where it was wrongly reported that Paul told the Jews to “forsake” Moses (Acts 21:21).

     The root word “aphistemi” is used 15x’s in the NT and is simply translated “depart” [KJV: NKJV] or “left” [NASB; NIV] or “fall away”, but only in Luke 8:13.

     If in fact the Day of the LORD [the day of God’s wrath] had come, then the Thessalonians had every reason to be “shaken” [agitated] in their mind and disturbed [frightened; troubled]. This means they missed the “rapture” and were “left behind”. Paul had promised them that they would be rescued or delivered from the wrath to come (1 Th. 1:10) and they were not destined for wrath (1 Th. 5:9), and thus they were to “comfort one another with these words” (1 Th. 4:18).
The Taking
· “Then there will be two men in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.  Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one will be left.” (Mt. 24:40-41)

     It has been traditionally taught by Pretribers that the one taken is not raptured but is taken in judgment at Christ’s second coming, and the one left is left to physically live on into the Millennial Kingdom. The rapture was a mystery, not yet revealed by Paul. Posttribers understand this to be a clear indication of the rapture at Christ’s second coming.
· "So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from among the righteous, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Mt. 13:49-50)

A Mistaken References to the Rapture of the Church

· "in order that I (Paul) may attain to the resurrection from the dead" (Phil. 3:11) – “exanástasin” -- "the resurrection, out from the dead.”

     Some believe this is a reference to the rapture. Those raptured are “resurrected out from the resurrected ones”. This shows that it is not a simple resurrection, but a particular resurrection of some among the other dead. A separate resurrection from the whole dead. 

     The context indicates that Paul desired to obtain to a special category or class of resurrected saints who are found worthy of special honor due to their faithful and persevering service to Christ. He hope to gain “a better resurrection”. 

The Rapture and the First and the Second Resurrection
     The Rapture of the living saints and resurrection of the dead saints “in Christ” (the Church) at His coming are part of the first resurrection. The Old Testament saints and the Tribulation saints are resurrection at Christ’s Second Coming (Rev. 20:4-6).
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There are Two Physical Resurrections:

1. The Resurrection of the Righteous 
2. The Resurrection of the Wicked

· “…Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt.” (Daniel 12:2)
· “for an hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice and will come forth; those who did the good deeds, to a resurrection of life, those who commit the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.” (John 5:28-29)

     In Daniel and in John the two resurrections seem to occur at the same time, but we know from Revelation 20 they are separated by a 1000 years --

· “…those who had beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God . . . they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years . . . This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priest of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years” (Rev. 20:4b, 6).

· “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed . . . . And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged every one of them according to their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire…” (Rev. 20:5, 13-14).

Reasons to Accept the Position that they are Separate by 1000 Years:
1. The phrase "and they came to life" and the phrase "the rest of the dead came to life" is the same Greek word and in the same form -- “ézeesan”. There is no indication in the text that there is a switch from a spiritual sense to a physical sense as the Amillennialist teach. Some Amillennialist recognizes this to be a problem. On the other hand they both seem to be physical resurrections.
2. The text is clear. It is not two resurrections related to one person, but two resurrections related to two groups of people: "the souls of those who had been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus…" and "the rest of the dead…" 

There are Three Phases of the First Resurrection
· “But now Christ has been raise from the dead, the first fruits of those who are asleep . . . But each in his own order; 1) Christ the first fruits, after that 2) those who are Christ's at His coming, 3) “then comes the end…” (1 Cor. 15:23)

1. Christ’s Resurrection – “the first fruits” (1 Cor. 15:23a)

2. Dead and Living Church Saints (1 Thess. 4:16-17; I Cor. 15:51-52)
3. Old Testament Saints (Daniel 12:2) and Tribulation Saints (Rev. 20:4)
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The Rapture - Four Major Views 
     Everyone who says anything at all about the Rapture agrees that it will take place. But not everyone agrees when…? 

Posttribulationalism teaches that the Rapture will occur after the Tribulation and before the Millennium, thus Premillennial (See Chart) [Posttribers argue that God promises to deliver the Church through the Tribulation, not from the Tribulation].

1. Classical Posttribulationalism – The Tribulation and the Millennium are indefinite periods of time. The Church is now presently in the Tribulation. The events of the book of Revelation are presently taking place, and all the numbers related to the Tribulation are interpreted figuratively or symbolically.

2. Semi-Classical Posttribulationalism - The Tribulation and the Millennium are indefinite periods of time, but the Great Tribulation is still future, a shorter period of time just prior to His Second Coming.

3. Future Posttribulationalims – The Tribulation and the Millennium are future indefinite periods of time. The Rapture occurs after the Tribulation, but before the Second Coming.
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     The argument cannot be sustained that the Coming “parousia” is a single, simplified event. Even in posttribulational schemes, the Coming includes a rapture and a return of Christ separated by an interval of time. The interval is simply confined to a very small portion of the tribulation period.

4. Dispensational Posttribulationalism – The Tribulation is a future seven year literal period of time. The Millennium is also a literal 1000 years.

5. Pre-Wrath Posttribulationalism – The Lord returns post “Tribulation”, but before the “Great Tribulation” or just before the seven bowls of wrath are pour out.

Midtribulation teaches that the rapture will occur in the middle of the Tribulation.
Partial -- teaches that the rapture will occur at various times during the Tribulation.

Pretribulation teaches that the rapture will occur before the Tribulation.
THE RAPTURE - Evidence for a Pre-Tribulation Rapture
1. The Nature and Purpose of the Tribulation, “The Day of the Lord”
2. The Nature of the Church and the Promise of Deliverance from the Tribulation

3. The Necessity for an Interval [between the Rapture and His Second Coming]
4. The Nature of the Present Age and His Imminent Appearing – “Imminency”
The Nature of the Tribulation – A period of God’s wrath. It is called "the hour of His judgment (NASB) or - Revelation 14:7   “orge” - indignation (KJV)" (14:10) – desire, violent passion, anger, wrath.

·  “Behold, the LORD lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and scatters its inhabitants… The earth will be completely laid waste and completely despoiled, for the LORD has spoken this word. The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted of the people of the earth fade away. The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, violated statutes, broke the everlasting covenant. Therefore, a curse devours the earth, and those who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are left…” (Isaiah 24:1; 3-6)

· “The earth is broken asunder, the earth is split through; the earth is shaken violently. The earth reels to and fro like a drunkard and it totters like a shack, for its transgression is heavy upon it, and it will fall, never to rise again. So it will happen in that day, that the LORD will punish the host of heaven on high, and the kings of the earth on earth. They will be gathered together like prisoners in the dungeon, and will be confined in prison; and after many days they will be punished. Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, for the LORD of hosts will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and His glory will be before His elders” (Isaiah 24:19-23).

· Also called, “the hour of testing or trail that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth” (Revelation 3:10)

· “And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people; and he said with a loud voice, "Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters." (Revelation 14:6-7)

· “the Lord laughs at the wicked, for he knows their day is coming.”  [KJV] (Ps 37:13)
It’s a Period of God's wrath
· “Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the commanders and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains; and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?” (Rev. 6:15-17)

Contrast

· “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming?” 
     In other words, the wicked presently see no evidence of God coming in judgment. “For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”

     Even though there is an overwhelming abundance of observable evidence of God’s past judgment in Noah’s flood, they refuse to believe it and deny it ever happened.
· [image: image100.jpg]


For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” (2 Peter 3:3-7)

     But in the mist of the tribulation they cannot deny the day of God’s judgment has come.

It’s Promised to Israel and Jerusalem (Daniel 9:24-27)

24a “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city…”

25a “So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.”

“From the decree to rebuild Jerusalem until the Messiah comes" 

7 weeks + 62 weeks = 70 weeks = 490 weeks (years) - weeks = sevens, or seventy sevens.
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25b “It (Jerusalem) will be built again” 
7 weeks = 49 years.

26a “Then after the sixty-two weeks”

62 weeks = 434 years

26b “the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.”

     These events which occur in a gap between the 69th week and the 70th week. The Messiah will be killed and Jerusalem will be destroyed.

27a “And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week,”

     The same people of the prince who destroyed Jerusalem will make a treaty with Israel for 7 years.

27b “but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.”

     In the middle of the 7 year treaty, 3 1/2 years in, he will break his treaty and destroy Jerusalem once again. (This assumes that Jerusalem will be rebuilt).
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     The reason for the 70 weeks, 490 years of trouble was because Israel had failed to keep the 7 year Sabbath (allowing the land to rest), a total 70 of them (70 years total) which spanned 490 years. They failed to keep the 7th year Sabbath rest for 490 years. The 490 years, including the 70th week is for and against Israel, the nation and upon Jerusalem, its capital. They are the ones who sinned, they are the ones who God has appointed this time period for them. The church did not sin in this way, therefore they are not part of this judgment, this hour of trail. 
Should the numbers be interpreted literally? Daniel had been reading in Jeremiah that the 70 year captivity of Israel in Babylon was about to end:
· [image: image103.jpg]


“in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number of the years which was revealed as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years.  So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth and ashes. I prayed to the LORD my God…” (Daniel 9:2-4)

· “So now, our God, listen to the prayer of Your servant and to his supplications, and for Your sake, O Lord, let Your face shine on Your desolate sanctuary.  "O my God, incline Your ear and hear! Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city which is called by Your name; for we are not presenting our supplications before You on account of any merits of our own, but on account of Your great compassion. "O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and take action! For Your own sake, O my God, do not delay, because Your city and Your people are called by Your name"  (Dan. 9:17-19)

     Daniel took the 70 years to be literal. Now God was going to give Daniel a new set of 70 x 7 years for His people Israel. The 7 is years because the rest was for a year. 
It is Not Related to the Church
     In Revelation chapters 2 and 3 the word church is mentioned over and over again. In Chapters 4-18 the word church or body or any other word normally associated with the church is not mention once. The only possible reference to the church is the twenty-four elders, but they are in heaven, not on the earth.

Israel is Stated to be in It
     Israel is alluded to several times. They are even mentioned by every twelve tribe of the sons of Israel [12,000 from 12 tribes = 144,000] (Revelation 7:4-8). The persecution and attempted destruction of Israel [“the women
 of gave birth to the male child”] by the Red Dragon (12:1-17).

     Barnes Notes states that, “The woman, beyond all question, represents the church.”
 The sun, moon and twelve stars are mention (12:1) However, nowhere are the twelve apostles referred to as stars. Seven stars represent seven churches (Rev. 2-3). Joseph in a dream stated that, “behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me” (Gen. 37:9), referring to Jacob, Rachel and his eleven brothers, the sons of Israel.
The Church is Stated to Escape “the” Tribulation, “the” Day of Judgment.
· “…I also will keep you from the hour of testing, that hour which is about to come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth.” (Rev. 3:10-11)

· “For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation…” (1 Thess. 5:9)

· We “wait for His Son from heaven… that is Jesus who rescues [delivers] us from the wrath to come.” (1 Thess. 1:10)

· “…the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the Day of Judgment, and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority.” (2 Peter 2:9-10)

    Peter states that God did not spare sinning angels, nor the ancient world of the ungodly from their appointed day of judgment. Their judgment are examples of those who live ungodly thereafter. On the other hand, God preserved Noah and Lot, who are types of righteous people whom God rescued by removing them from the place of judgment (2 Peter 2:4-10a).
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     Church saints will suffer trials, tribulations, and afflictions of life, including persecutions from the wicked, especially if they live for Him,

· “Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (2 Tim. 3:12) 

     Paul sent Timothy to the Thessalonians to strengthen and encourage them so, 

· “no one would be disturbed by these afflictions [pressures] (see 2:14-16); for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this. For indeed when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and so it came to pass, as you know” (1 Thess. 3:3-4).

     These present afflictions were not from God, but were “sufferings at the hands of their own countrymen,” (1 Thess. 2:14). They were hostile men hindering the proclamation of the Grace Gospel to the Gentile, so that may be saved. As a result, when the measure of their sins are filled to the limit, the wrath of God will come upon them to the uttermost. (2:16), their day of judgment is coming when,

· “…by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men.” (2 Peter 3:7)

The Church is Called a Mystery
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· “you have heard of the stewardship/administration (dispensation) of God's grace which was given to me for you; that by revelation there was made know to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ which was in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed…” (Eph. 3:1-6) 
· "the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints" (Col. 1:26)

     The purpose and nature of the Church is different than that of Israel and of other believes in other dispensations. Our responsibilities are different from that of Israel, therefore our failure or reward in fulfilling our responsibilities will be judged differently. The true church will be judged (2 Cor. 5:8-10), but not on the earth, for God has not destined us for wrath that will come upon the ungodly who live upon the earth.

The Church Age Closes with the Rapture which is Called a Mystery 

· "Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.” (1 Cor. 15:51)

God's Program is Not to Work through Two Different Groups at the Same Time
· “You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in. Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will not spare you, either . . . And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again” (Rom. 11:19-20, 23)

The Necessity for an Interval
In Heaven (Two events take place between the Rapture and the Second Coming)

1. The Marriage of the Lamb -- Rev. 19:7
2. The Judgment seat of Christ -- 2 Cor. 5:8-10
On the Earth
Tribulation Believers Enter the Millennium in Physical Bodies
     There will be two judgments one for the Jews and one for the nations. Israel will pass under the rod and God will purge out the rebels

· "I will also remove the prophets and the unclean spirits from the land . . . It will come about in all the land, declares the Lord, that two parts in it will be cut off and perish. But the third will be left in it. And I will bring the third part through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. And I will answer them, I will say, 'They are My people', and the they will say, 'The Lord is my God'." (Zech. 13:2c, 8-9) -- The righteous Jews will enter into the physical Kingdom in physical bodies.

     The nations will be judged and the sheep will be separated from the goats (Mt. 25:31-46). The righteous Gentiles will go into the Kingdom in physical bodies and they will reproduce physical children and live long, long lives. Animals will live peacefully with one another.

[image: image106.jpg]



· “No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his days; for the youth will die at the age of one hundred and the one who does not reach the age of one hundred will be thought accursed…” (Isaiah 65:20-25) 
At the Rapture All Believers are Changed to Spirit Bodies
     If there is no interval between the second and third phase of the first resurrection, but occur at the same time then all the righteous will be changed and will then possess spiritual glorified bodies. There will be no one left to go into the physical Kingdom. There can be no infant, there can be no old men. There must be an interval or the Kingdom must be all spiritual.

     This argument shows that there is a certain incompatibility between Premillennialism and Posttribulationalism. There needs to be some type of interval so that you can have a time for the salvation of individuals who will then enter the Millennial Age as non-glorified saints. These non-glorified saints will be capable of sin who have children who are sinners, capable of unbelief and who will follow Satan at the end of the Millennium. The Posttribulational position produces no people for this to occur. Dr. Moo admits this is a major problem.

Fact: There will be evil and sinners / unbelievers in the Kingdom.

Question: How do they get there? If only the righteous enter the kingdom, then how does one account for evil in the kingdom? Where do unbelieving people come from?
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Suggest: Some Posttribulationalist say that not all unbelievers are judged or killed and some enter the kingdom. They identify Matthew 25:31-46 (the separation of the sheep and the goats) with Revelation 20:11-14, placing it at the end of the Millennium, not at the Second Coming. Gundry argues that even though Revelation 20:11-14 speaks of judgment of the wicked only, this does not mean that the righteous are not also judged at the same time. 
     The judgment in Revelation only mentions the judgment of the wicked, not a separation of the wicked and the righteous as Matthew 25:31-46 does. Matthew 25:31 tells us very plainly "when" this will take place -- "when the Son of Man comes in glory and all His angels" -- Revelation. 19. And Revelation 20:7 tells us when the Great White Throne judgment will take place, “When the thousand years are completed…” These are two different judgments occurring at different times.
New Testament Doctrine of Imminency
     The Rapture, the Day of the Lord, His “parousia” Coming is always near, it could always shortly take place, because it could happen at any moment. The Rapture and the coming day of the Lord is a sign-less event. No one knows, nor can know when the day or the hour of the “parousia”. It will come with no announcement or warning. Today, prior to His “parousia”, men are saying “peace and safety”, and it is like the days preceding the coming of the flood. Then suddenly, Christ appears to take His Church. The Church is looking for Christ's appearing. We are not looking for the Antichrist, the signing of the peace treaty that begins the Tribulation, etc. We are to look for Christ, the next big event. If the church goes through the tribulation then we should be looking for the other signs that Jesus spoke about, unprecedented wars, earthquakes, famines, etc.
· “Do not let your heart be troubled believe in God, believe in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I will come again and receive/take you to Myself that where I am there you may be also" (Jn. 14:1-3) -- His coming for the church is not to set up the kingdom, but to receive us and take us to the place He has prepared for us, the New Jerusalem. Why would He go and prepare a place and then take us somewhere else.” (Jn. 14:1-3)
· Paul states that "we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed" - This includes Paul himself. Paul expected to be part of the rapture.” (1 Cor. 15:51-52)
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“The end of all things is near, be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer" (I Peter 4:7) -- The end could come at any moment, so be ready. 
· “You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.” (James 5:8)
· “Behold, I am coming quickly…” (Revelation 22:7a, 12a, 20b) – “tachu” – shortly, without delay, soon, suddenly.

· "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone…” (Matthews 24:36-41); “you do not know which day your Lord is coming.” (24:42)
· Take heed, keep on the alert; for you do not know when the appointed time will come.” (Mark 13:33)

· Luke says that will come “suddenly” (Luke 21:34)

· Jesus, Paul and Peter all say that “the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night” (Matthew 24:43; Revelation 16:15: 1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10)
     All of these Scriptures speak of the imminent, sudden, and unexpected, any moment return of Christ for His church, before the Tribulation ever begins, to take us to the place He has prepared for us. The Day of the Lord, the Day of Judgment will begin without warning to those who remain on the earth. He comes without warning, without a single sign telling us when it will all begin to unfold. The appearing of Christ at the end of the tribulation is anything but imminent. People will know when exactly when He will return. It is full of signs detailing His appearing to reclaim the earth as King of Kings and LORD of LORDs.
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Our Response to Christ’s Imminent Return

Be on the Alert
· "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming…” (Matt 24:42)

· “Be on guard, so that your hearts will not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of life, and that day will not come on you suddenly like a trap.” (Luke 21:34)

· “But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke 21:36)
Be a Faithful and Sensible Servant
· “Who then is the faithful and sensible [wise] slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their food at the proper time” (Matt. 24:45)

Reward:

· "Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes. “Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his possessions.” (24:46-47)

Penalty: 

· “But if that evil slave says in his heart, 'My master is not coming for a long time,' and begins to beat his fellow slaves and eat and drink with drunkards; the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour which he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (24:48-51)
“weeping and gnashing of teeth” – a euphemism for a deep sense of loss or regret. [Not synonymous with hades/hell, though souls in hades will have the same experience (Matt. 13:42, 50)].

Be Prudent – “wise [KJV]; practical; pragmatic” – “The Parable of the Ten Virgins”

· "Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish [“moorai”, stupid], and five were prudent [wise]…” (Matt. 25:1-2). 
     “then” – “at that time” – It could only refer to the time before the Rapture and the Day of the LORD, for this is only time His Coming could be referred to as “unexpected”. 

[Contrasted with “when the Son of Man goes in glory…” (25:31) at that time men are given many signs so that when they see all these signs, “recognize that He is near, right at the door.” (24:33) His Coming in Judgment has ample warning]
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Reward: Entrance into “the wedding feast” – A feast given to honor those who are faithful. Feasting = Fellowship [Not a reference to salvation or heaven].

· “those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; (25:10)
Penalty: Exclusion from the wedding feast.
· “…and the door was shut. Later the other virgins also came, saying, 'Lord, lord, open up for us.' “But he answered, 'Truly I say to you, I do not know you.” (25:10-12)

Be a Good and Faithful Slave – “The Parable of the Talents”

· “For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves and entrusted his possessions to them…” (Matt 25:14)
Reward: Additional Responsibility and Greater Joy or Pleasures or Privileges.
· “Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” (25:21)
Penalty: Loss of Reward, Exclusion from Service, and Rebuke and Regret
· “But his master answered and said to him, 'You wicked, lazy slave…’ (25:26) “take away the talent from him…” “Throw out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (25:30)
Hold Fast

· “I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown” (Rev. 3:11)
Summary

What: Keep on the Alert, Be Prudent, Pray, Hold fast, and Serve.
When: At all times, until the end.
Why: His Coming is Imminent – He will come on a day when we do not expect Him.
     Preparation for His Coming is essential. A complete evaluation of our service/life for Christ will be assessed. Rewards and honor will be given in proportion for our faithful service. Unfaithful, foolish and unprepared servants will experience a loss of rewards and sharp rebuke from the Master. Compliancy is not acceptable. We have much to gain or much to lose. 
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    Christ promises to come like a thief in the night. Those who have not prepared for His coming by holding fast, standing firm, abiding and continuing in His Word, faithfully serving Christ and His Church will lose many possessions.

· "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done.” (Rev 22:12-13)
The Removal of the Restrainer, “Holy Spirit”
· “And you know what restrains him [the man of lawlessness] now, so that in his time he will be revealed. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.” (2 Thess. 2:6-7)

Identification of the Restrainer – 
     The man of lawlessness cannot be revealed because something is hindering his revealing.
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Prevalent Proposals:

1) The Roman Empire

2) Human Government – Law and Order

3) The Church

4) The Holy Spirit
     God has given authority to government agencies as a cause of fear for those who do evil “…for it does not bear the sword for nothing;” (Romans 13:4) Rulers are ministers of God for our good. They provide stability to society and deter evil. However, Walvoord states it is “insufficient to account for a significant removal of restraint of sin.”
 Government may constrain “lawlessness”, but it is a far stretch to say it could restrain the “Lawlessness One”, empowered by an unconstrained satanic power.

· He is called a "what" [neuter] – “you know what restrains him now…”

· He is called a "who" [masculine person] – “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way”.

     What and who is the Restrainer? Whatever and whoever it is, must be powerful enough to restrain the Lawless One, empowered by Satan Himself. The Holy Spirit is the only one who fits that description. The Spirit is refer to as a “what” and “who” elsewhere in Scripture. He is referred to with a neuter pronoun. “What” is sometimes a person.

Relationship of the Church to the Restrainer
     The Holy Spirit will abide with the church forever. But if the Spirit is taken out the church cannot exist with out Him, therefore the church must go with Him. The Spirit filled church of Jesus Christ is what is restraining or hindering the Lawless One from accomplishing his work of deception. When the Spirit filled church is removed then the Lawless One will be revealed and deceive the nations into believing in what is false.

The Church in Heaven
     At this point the church has been caught up to be with the LORD in heaven having departed the earth, delivered from the wrath to come upon those who dwell on the earth.
     John, the representative of the church, is seen as going up into heaven which may picture the church going to heaven before the tribulation, the events that will take place after these things,
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 “After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me said, 'Come up here and I will show you what must take place after these things” (Rev. 4:1)

     The seven lamp before the throne of Revelation 4:5 are the seven representative churches in heaven.
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     Some say that the twenty-four elders are representatives of the church around the throne who sing a new song praising the Lamb who purchased for God men from every tribe, tongue, people, and nation (Revelation 4:4,10, 5:8-9). Or they could very likely be ruling angels who relinquish their crowns to be given to ruling saints. 
The Judgment Seat of Christ – “The Day of Jesus Christ”

     Having escaped “The Tribulation” does not mean that members of Christ’s Body will escape the scrutiny of the LORD, for judgment begins with the household of God first (1 Peter 4:17) “Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline;” (Rev. 3:19)

     Pretribers, are often accused of going soft, attempting to avoid coming trouble, thus being unprepared for the difficult trials that will come upon us all. Posttriber, George Fromow brashly asserts, “We would lovely ask, is there not a strain of weak-kneed, invertebrate, spineless sentiment in the idea of escaping tribulation.”
 Attempting to avoid affliction and persecution is the natural trait of all loosely rooted Christians or rocky soiled Believers, described by Jesus (Mt. 13:20-21), not just of Pretribers.

     The Church is promised to be delivered from “the wrath of God” (1 Thess. 5:9; 2 Thess. 2:13), but Paul also wrote,
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“For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, as I live, says the LORD, every knee shall bow to Me, and every tongue shall give praise to God. So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.” (Rom 14:10-12)
· “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” (2 Cor. 5:8-10). 
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     The “judgment seat”, (known as the “bema” in Greek), was a raised place or platform, mounted by steps; used as the official seat of a judge in Greek and Roman law courts.

     It was a judgment seat upon which Pilate sat considering what to do with the Man, Jesus (Matt 27:19; John 19:13). Paul was brought before Gallio a Roman proconsul in Acts 18:12, 16-17 and before Festus in Acts 25:6. Paul said, "I stand at Caesar's judgment seat…” (Acts 25:10) Herod built a structure, resembling a throne, in the theater of Caesarea, from which he used to view the games and make speeches to the people (Acts 12:21)

     Every believer will stand or appear by God/Christ in order to determine, not our destiny, but our duty in the life to come. Our destiny was determined when we believed and our name was written in the Lamb’s book of life. Our duty, responsibility, task, or job is still yet to be determined at the “bema”. The criteria for determining what we will do in the next life is based on what we do in this life, “whether good or bad”. The quality of our life’s work will be made evident by fire,
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· “Now if any man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man's work will become evident, for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any man's work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.” (1 Cor. 3:12-15). 
Even the littlest things will be taken into consideration,
· “But I tell you that every careless word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.” (Mt. 12:36-37)
     Everyone will stand before Christ, but not everyone may remain standing, or “stand in the presence of his glory blameless with great joy” (Jude 24). All believers will enter into the Kingdom, but not all believers will be found blameless on that day.

     Those who confess Jesus as the Son of God, abide in Him (1 Jn. 4:15) He/she who loves God and loves his brother abides in God,
· “By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment;” (1 John 4:17)
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Further Scriptures concerning to the Day when believers’ works will be judged,
· “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:6) 
· “And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ;” (1:9-10)

· “…holding fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have reason to glory…” (2:16)

· “…who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. 1:8)

· “I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.” (1 Cor. 5:5)

Paul is speaking of the health of this man’s spirit, his spiritual wellness at the Bema.

· “…that we are your reason to be proud as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.” (2 Cor. 1:14)

     The Bema, the Judgment Seat of Christ, is the place for the evaluation of the works of believers, to determine our eternal rewards. 

     The Great White Throne Judgment is for the purpose of determine the degree of suffering of unbelievers will experience forever based on an evaluation of their works (as found in the books, plural).

     Jesus indicated that the believer “will not come into judgment”, judgment concerning his eternal destiny (Jn. 5:24).
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     “Live each day now in light of that Day. The Doctrine of the Day is a key proof that grace theology is not in any way a license to sin and a waste one’s present life.”
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The Man of Sin is Manifested [The One World Ruler/Anti-Christ]
     Once the restrainer, “Holy Spirit”, is removed and ascend into heaven with the indwelt Church, the Anti-Christ will be made known to the world. 
· “…the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.” (2 Thess. 2:3-4) 
     At the present time (Church Age) no one knows, nor can know who the Anti-Christ is, neither can they know his name. He will be made known at a certain point in time in history and only for a short period of time,

· “Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;” (2:8)

After He is cast into the lake of fire his name will be forgotten forever, (Psalm 9:5). 

     He will have free reign of the earth. While He is active on the earth he is,
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“…the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. For this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they will believe what is false, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.” (2:9-12) 
The Tribulation –
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The Day of the LORD – “Destruction from the Almighty” 
Assured

· “Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; surely it is near,” (2:1)

Imminent

· “Near is the great day of the LORD, near and coming very quickly;” (Zephaniah 1:14; Isa. 13:6; Ezekiel 30:3; Joel 1:15; 2 Peter 3:10)
All-inclusive

· “a day of darkness and gloom, day of clouds and thick darkness. As the dawn is spread over the mountains, so there is a great and mighty people;” (2:2a)

[An invading army is God’s tool for judgment against his people. The LORD has used the Assyrians, Babylonians, and the Romans, in the end the LORD gather all the armies of the world against Israel - Joel 3:9-14] 

· “The LORD utters His voice before His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word.” (2:11a)

Unprecedented

· “there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.” (Joel 2:1-2)

· “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.” (Matt 24:21; Mk. 13:19)
Unavoidable

· “Alas, you who are longing for the day of the LORD, for what purpose will the day of the LORD be to you? It will be darkness and not light; as when a man flees from a lion and a bear meets him, or goes home, leans his hand against the wall and a snake bites him. Will not the day of the LORD be darkness instead of light, even gloom with no brightness in it?” (Amos 5:18-20)
Total Desolation

· “A fire consumes before them and behind them a flame burns. The land is like the garden of Eden before them but a desolate wilderness behind them, and nothing at all escapes them…” (Joel 2:3)
· “Wail, for the day of the LORD is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty… Behold, the day of the LORD is coming, cruel, with fury and burning anger, to make the land a desolation; and He will exterminate its sinners from it.” (Isaiah 3:6, 9; Quoting Joel 1:15? Also see Dan. 9:27)
Global

· “For the day is near, even the day of the LORD is near; it will be a day of clouds, a time of doom for the nations. A sword will come upon Egypt…” (Ezekiel 30:3-4)

Ezekiel also mentions Ethiopia, Put, Lud, Arabia, and Libya being put to the sword and land being desolated (5-8).

· "For the day of the LORD draws near on all the nations.” (Obadiah 15)

· “And all the earth will be devoured” ( Zephaniah 1:18) 
War

· “Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; and like war horses, so they run….” (2:4-9)
Cosmic

· “Before them the earth quakes, the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness.” (2:10; 31; 3:15; Isa. 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7-8; Amos 5:20; 8:9)

· “But immediately after the tribulation of those days ‘the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light’ (quotes Joel 3:15), and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.” (Matt 24:29; Rev. 6:14)

· “I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood; and the stars of the sky fell to the earth,” (Rev 6:12-13)
Great and Very Awesome

· “The day of the LORD is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it? (2:11, 31)

· “…the coming of the great and terrible day of the LORD.” (Malachi 4:5)
Preventable

· “Now return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness and relenting of evil. Who knows whether He will not turn and relent and leave a blessing behind Him…” (2:13-14)
· “Then the LORD will be zealous for His land and will have pity on His people. The LORD  will answer and say to His people, "Behold, I am going to send you grain, new wine and oil, and you will be satisfied in full with them; and I will never again make you a reproach among the nations.” (2:18-19)
Salvistic

· “And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the LORD will be delivered; For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be those who escape, as the LORD has said, even among the survivors whom the LORD calls.” (2:32)
Joyous

· “Do not fear, O land, rejoice and be glad, For the LORD has done great things. Do not fear, beasts of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness have turned green, for the tree has borne its fruit, the fig tree and the vine have yielded in full. So rejoice, O sons of Zion, and be glad in the LORD your God…” (2:21-23a)
  The Day of the Lord is mentioned in Isaiah, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Zephaniah, and Malachi. 

     Jesus calls the days following “the Abomination of Desolation, spoken of through Daniel the prophet” a period of Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:16, 21), and then Jesus connects those days of unprecedented tribulation with “The Day of the LORD” by quoting the prophet Joel (3:15).


     Peter quotes Joel to show that what was happening on the day of Pentecost was a fulfillment of God’s promise to pour out His Spirit on all people, a sign to that generation for them to call on the name of the Lord and be saved/delivered from the consequences of rejecting Jesus as the Christ. They were to, 

· “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38)
     Repentance is only commanded in order to avoid temporal punishment. In this case in order to avoid the coming judgment on Jerusalem in AD 70.

     Peter also mentions of heavenly signs (Joel 2:30-31), not fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, but have the same purpose of calling a future generation to repent, when they see these heavenly signs, so that they may be saved from the events of that day.


Daniel’s 70th Week
The First Half – “The Tribulation”

     The Tribulation, begins with the signing of a peace treaty between the Anti-Christ and the nation of Israel.

· “And He will make a firm covenant with the many for one week,” (Daniel 9:27)

     Perhaps Israel is encouraged to sign this treaty by the False Prophet (also known as the anti-Christ, possibly a Jew). Israel will put their faith once again in a foreign king who promises to protect them from their enemies. He will allow them to reestablish the Old Testament sacrifices at a rebuilt temple or tabernacle on the temple mount. This will continue for 3½ years,
· “but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering, and on the wing of abominations will come one who make desolate,” (Daniel 9:27a)

     The Anti-Christ / One world Rule, the Beast will defile the temple by offering an unholy sacrifice called the “abomination of desolation”, and/or place a statue of Himself for all the world to worship.

     Just prior to this event the Beast will overcome the two witnesses and kill them. The two witnesses were those who previously struck “the earth with every plague, as often as they desire.” (Rev. 11:1-9) Their death will cause those who live on the earth to rejoice and celebrate, “and they will send gifts to one another, because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.” (Rev. 11:10)

     Those Jews who see these events unfolding are warned to flee into the wilderness. Those who heed the warning will be protected and sustained for the remaining 1260 days in the Judean wilderness (Matt. 24:16-28).
The Second Half – The Great Tribulation – Jacob’s Trouble
     The Great Tribulation will bring “a complete destruction,” (Daniel 9:27b)
· “Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.” [KJV] (Jer. 30:7)
· "For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will" (Mt. 24:21).
The Seal Judgments

"The beginning of sorrows" (Birthpangs; First 3½ years) – Matthew 24:4-8 = Revelation 6


Matthew 24


     
    Revelation 6


    




          First Seal

v. 5
 Antichrists


  v. 2
   White Horse -- cold war








       "man with a bow"








        Second Seal

v. 6-7a  "wars and rumors

  v. 3-4
   Red Horse -- hot war



       of wars"



     "to take peace"






       

          Third Seal

v. 7b
   "Famines"


  v. 5-6
    Black Horse -- Famine








          food scarce








          Fourth Seal






  v. 7-8
    Ashen Horse -- Death








     "to kill with the sword,








        famine, pestilence,








          and wild beasts"




     



            Fifth Seal
          v. 9-10  "they will deliver you
   v. 9-11     "souls of those who



    to tribulation"


          have been slain"





    


            Sixth Seal

v.7c
 "earthquakes"

  v. 12-13   "a great earthquake, sun








       became black, stars fall"









           Seventh Seal






  8:1-6    "silence in heaven" and the







              appearance of 7 angels with







                  7 trumpets; "thunder,







              lightning, and an earthquake"

"But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs" (24:8).
The Trumpet Judgments


Revelation 8:7-13; 9:1-21; 11:15-19
 Trumpet


   Type



       Result
    First
   the earth smitten with hail and fire,
      1/3 of the plants destroyed











mixed with blood; (8:7)

 Second
 the sea smitten with a great mountain 
1/3 of the creature of the sea die, 


               burning with fire    
          and 1/3 of the ships destroyed (8:8-9)

  Third
            the fresh waters smitten by a great   
      1/3 of the rivers were turned 




         star burning like a torch

      bitter; Many men die (8:10-11)

   Forth
     the heavens smitten by darkness 
    1/3 of the sun, moon and stars









         
        turned to darkness (8:12)

Three Woes Announced (8:13)
   Fifth
 The bottomless pit opened and an army        men tormented for five months



    
   of demons appearing like a horde of
      with a scorpion like sting men



            
  locust are released

          will seek death, but not find it (9:1-12)

  Sixth
          four angels release an army of 200

       1/3 of men are killed by the 


          million demoniac controlled horsemen 
       three plagues of fire, smoke,








    and brimstone which proceeded









       out of their mouths (9:13-19)

Repentance Rejected (9:20-21)

Seventh   Announcement that the kingdom of the
     The temple of God in heaven is


      world has become the kingdom of our                opened, the ark appears; there is


         Lord and praise to the Almighty
                 lightning, thunder, earthquake

      from the from the twenty-four elders                 and a great hailstorm (11:15-19)

"The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord

and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever"

(Revelation 11:15)

The Seven Bowls of the Wrath of God

Revelation 16

  Bowl



      Type




  Upon
  First

           loathsome and malignant sores

 Those who worshipped










     the Beast (16:2)

Second

    Seas become like blood


            Oceans




so that every living thing died


  (16:3)

 Third

         Rivers and springs became blood

        Fresh Waters

  (16:4-7)

Fourth


 Scorching heat from the sun

       Sun; Men (16:8-9)

 Fifth


       Darkness falls


            The throne of the Beast









           and His Kingdom (16:10-11)

 Sixth

     The river Euphrates was dried up
              The river Euphrates and



    to allow the Kings of east to move

      the kings of the world



 across, & three unclean spirits are sent

          and their armies



    out to gather the nations for the war


    (16:12-16)



   of the great day of God, the Almighty

Seventh
    Lightning, thunder, & the greatest

            On the air, 



    of all earthquakes; the great city is

    the earth, the cities,



      split into 3 parts; Babylon falls; 

  islands, mountains and men



    Islands and mountains disappear;


   (16:17-21)


               & huge hailstones fall upon men

"It is done"

Revelation 16:17c
     Then, the King of Kings, and LORD of LORDs returns and kills the kings of the earth and their armies that had assembled to make war against Him, with the sword that proceeds from His mount (Revelation 19:11-19)
The Judgment of the Great Harlot, Babylon

     The great harlot is destroyed by the Beast out of the sea, of which the women once rode. Why? The harlot has instructed those who dwell on the earth in the ways of false religion and idol worship, in order to prepare the way for the worship of the Beast, as God. But now she must be destroyed by the Beast, for the Beast is a jealous Beast and cannot have any gods in competition with him.

· “the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will hate the harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire.” (Rev. 17:16-17)

· “And the kings of the earth, who committed acts of immorality and lived sensuously with her, will weep and lament over her when they see the smoke of her burning, standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment, saying, ' Woe, woe, the great city, Babylon, the strong city! For in one hour your judgment has come.” (Rev 18:9-10)

· “The woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth.” (Rev 17:18)
     “The great city” - Nineveh is called “the great city”, (Jonah 1:2; 3:2, 4:11) “an exceedingly great city” (3:3) Jerusalem is called “the great city which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.” (Rev 11:8; 16:9?) 
     Babylon, is both a city and a system of religion. Ancient lore tells us Semiramis the first, wife of Nimrod, the grandson of Ham, first introduced the mystery of the mother and the child, a form of idolatry. This popular system of worship was celebrated with the most disgusting and immoral practices. “Thus Babylon became the fountainhead of idolatry, and the mother of every heathen and pagan system in the world.”

     Babylon has been traditionally identified with Rome [7 mountains, 7 hills, Rev. 17:9]. Another possibility is Jerusalem itself. Jerusalem and Judea is said to have played the harlot with Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon (Ezekiel 16:15-43). The Lord calls their behavior “detestable” (36) and an “abomination” (22, 43) “For this reason in one day her plagues will come, pestilence and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire.” (Rev 18:8)

The Judgment of the Beast and False Prophet

· “And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.” (Rev. 19:20)
The Movements of Armies in the 70th week, prior to the Battle of Armageddon 
     The Battle of Armageddon is more of a campaign, than a single battle. The final conflict will take place “which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon”. (Rev. 16:16)
 God uses demonic forces performing signs “to go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.” (Rev 16:13-14). 
From the WEST - The Beast and the False Prophet (4th Empire Includes Israel).

     This the forth empire mixed with iron and clay; the beast that has ten horns (toes) and seven heads. And the whole earth will worship Him and the Dragon (Satan). After the Beast solidifies his power at the mid-point of the Tribulation the people will say, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?" (Rev. 13:4). The second beast, the false prophet, will make people worship the first Beast,
· “After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns. "While I was contemplating the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts.” (Dan 7:7-8) 
· “Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. (Rev 13:1-2)

     At first He will conquer many countries without a fight, including making a treaty with Israel, leaving them with a false sense of peace and security. At the mid-point he will break his treaty and bring his army into the Land and into Jerusalem, forcing many to flee into the wilderness.
From the NORTH – Gog and Magog (King and Kingdom of the far North)
The King of the North -- Assyrian, Gog and Magog (Ezek. 38, 39) Russia, Germany, etc. (Ez. 38:2-3, 6) 

     Though the timing of this invasion is not clear, most futurist place this invasion of the northern King near the beginning of the Tribulation, not long after the One World Rules signs his treaty with Israel, giving them title deed to the Land. His army will be supernaturally destroyed by the Lord GOD,

· "You will come from your place out of the remote parts of the north, you and many peoples with you, all of them riding on horses, great assembly and a mighty army; and you will come up against My people Israel like a cloud about in the last days that I shall bring you against My land… It will come about on that day, when Gog comes against the land of Israel declares the Lord God, that My fury will mount up in My anger… Every man's sword will be against his brother. With pestilence and with blood I shall enter into judgment with him, and I will rain on him and on his troops, and on the many peoples who are with him a torrential rain, with hailstones, fire, and brimstone" (Ezek. 38:15,18,22) 
The Lord GOD does this in order to make known his presence,

· “My holy name I will make known in the midst of My people Israel; and I will not let My holy name be profaned anymore. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel. "Behold, it is coming and it shall be done," declares the Lord GOD. "That is the day of which I have spoken.” (Ezek. 39:7-8)
     It will take seven year to burn the weapons and seven months to bury the dead (39:9-12). “At the end time…” (Near the end of the Great Tribulation) Gog will once again invaded the Land, lured by the demonic spirits,

· “…the King of the North will storm against him with chariots, with horsemen and with many ships" (Dan. 11:40-44).
From the SOUTH
     The King of South (Dan. 11:40) is an ally of the North (Ez. 38:5; Dan. 11:43b); The South is NOT Egypt (Dan. 11:42, 43a) which is part of the West -- "The Revised Roman World Empire" (The 4th Empire).
· "At the end time the king of the South will collide with him (King of the west, the antichrist) . . . " (Dan. 11:40)
· “Then he (the beast) will stretch out his hand against other countries, and the land of Egypt will not escape. But he will gain control over the hidden treasures of gold and silver and over all the precious things of Egypt; and Libyans and Ethiopians will follow at his heels.” (11:42-43).

· “But rumors from the East and from the North will disturb him…” (11:44)
From the EAST
The Kings of the East – China, and SW Asia. 
· "Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates, and the four angels . . . were released, so that they may kill a third of mankind. The number of the armies of the horsemen was two hundred million . . . " (Rev. 9:14-19)

· "The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river, the Eurpharates; and its water was dried up so that the way would be prepared for the kings of the east" (Rev. 16:12).

     During the Beast’s campaign to destroy the king of the South he hears of movements to from the East and North. He will return to the Land in order to confront them,

· “…and he will go forth with great wrath to destroy and annihilate many. He will pitch the tents of his royal pavilion between the seas and the beautiful Holy Mountain; yet he will come to his end, and no one will help him.” (Dan. 11:44-45)
The Battle of Armageddon -- Revelation 19:11-21; Psalm 2
     Long time Dallas Seminary professor Dwight Pentecost, in “Things to Come” tells us what happens next,

     “With the King of the South defeated by the armies of the Beast and the northern confederacy defeated by the LORD upon the mountains of Israel, we find two opposing forces drawn up in battle array—the armies of the Beast and the armies of the King of the East. Before this battle can be joined there appears a sign in the heavens, the sign of the Son of Man (Matt. 24:30). What this sign is is not revealed, but its effect is. It causes the armies to turn from their hostility toward each other to unite to fight against the LORD Himself. John says,

· “And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army.” (Rev. 19:19)
The Battle will include Jerusalem and the Surrounding Mountains,

· “Behold, a day is coming for the LORD when the spoil taken from you will be divided among you. For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city will be captured, the houses plundered, the women ravished and half of the city exiled, but the rest of the people will not be cut off from the city.” (Zech. 14:1-2)
The LORD’s Visible Return is Preceded by Many Signs,

· “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the waves, men fainting from fear and the expectation of the things which are coming upon the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken.” (Luke 21:25-26)
The LORD’s Visible Return – “The Appearing” – “The Second Coming”

· “Before the LORD, for He is coming, For He is coming to judge the earth.” (Ps. 96:17)
· “And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war… And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white horses. From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations… and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. ” (Rev. 19:11, 14-15) 
· “BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS (Daniel 7:13), and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.” (Rev. 1:7)

He Enters the Fight from the Mount of Olives,
· “Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle. In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south. You will flee by the valley of My mountains… Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!” (Zech. 14:3-5)

He Enters the Fight on the One Thousand and Sixty First Day,

· “But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.” (Matt. 24:29-30; Mk 13:24-26)


The LORD is Victorious and the Armies of the Beast are Defeated,

· “These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome (nikeései) them, because He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful.” (Rev. 17:14)
     First, the Lord captures the Beast and the False Prophet and immediately casts them alive into the lake of fire (Rev. 19:20; Daniel 7:11), and then the Kings of the earth and theirs armies that gathered to make war will be utterly destroyed,
· “And the rest were killed with the sword which came from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse, and all the birds were filled with their flesh.” (Rev. 19:21)

     Isaiah 63 describes the LORD originally coming “with garments of glowing colors”, and “majestic apparel”. (63:1) But then someone asks, “Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press?” (63:2) The LORD answers, “…I also trod them in My anger and trampled them in My wrath; And their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, and I stained all My raiment. For the day of vengeance was in My heart, (63:3b-4a; Also see Isa. 61:2) 
The Nation of Israel is Delivered
     At the LORD’s coming, “every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him” referring to Israel (Zech. 12:10). Jesus tells the nation,

· “But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near”, “is at hand”.  (Luke 21:28)
     The apostle Paul states that, “a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;” (Rom. 11:25). With the destruction of the Gentile armies at His coming, the times of the Gentiles comes to an end. For,

· “Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24)
     At that time, the LORD will lift the hardening and “all of Israel will be saved” (Rom. 11:26a), meaning the physical descendants of Abraham who are living on the earth at the time of Christ’s coming will be delivered from destruction and annihilation from the armies of the Beast. The Nation of Israel will not perish, but will be established forever, fulfilling God’s promise.

· “In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell in safety...;” (Jer. 33:16)
The Second Coming of the Spirit
     The Holy Spirit will permanently indwell and empower all believers,
· “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.” (Zech. 12:10)
The Re-gathering of Repentant Israel and Purging Out of Rebels --

     The LORD will gather all of the believing remnant of Israel to the Land, were they will remain, never to be removed again. He will also remove all of the rebels from the Land,
· “Then I Myself shall gather the remnant of My flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and shall bring them back to their pasture, and they will be fruitful and multiply” (Jer. 23:3)


· “And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.” (Matt. 24:31; Mark 13:27) 
· “I will also remove the prophets and the unclean spirits from the land . . . It will come about in all the land, declares the Lord, that two parts in it will be cut off and perish. But the third will be left in it. And I will bring the third part through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. And I will answer them, I will say, 'They are My people', and the they will say, 'The Lord is my God'.” (Zech. 13:2c, 8-9; see also Ezekiel 20:34-38)

The Binding of Satan - in bottomless pit for a thousand years. 
     Paradise is restored, but not entirely. Death has yet to be vanquished (Rev. 21:4). The LORD has lifted the curse on the ground. No longer will man need to sorrowfully toil all the days of his life (See Gen. 3:17). Those who persevere through the Tribulation will enter into the Kingdom with physical, earthly bodies who still possess a sin nature, prone to sin and deception, and they will bear children with the same sinful condition. This is why the LORD will still need to rule with a rod of iron (Rev. 12:5; 19:15), and remove the Devil (Deceiver) and Satan (Adversary) from the earth,
· “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed…” (Rev. 20:1-3)

The Completion of First Resurrection
     All believers beginning with Adam until His personal coming are a part of the first resurrection. But they are not all raised at the same time,

· “But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming…,” (1 Cor. 15:23)
New Testament Saints – From Pentecost to the rapture, all those “in Christ”, first the dead and then the living are resurrected or raptured (1 Thess. 4:16) before the beginning of the Tribulation,

Tribulation Saints – These include all those who died during the Tribulation, martyrs especially mentioned, both Jews and Gentiles, at the end of the Tribulation,
· “…those who had beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God… they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years… This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priest of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years” (Rev. 20:4-6).

Old Testaments Saints – These include all believers prior to the Pentecost, Gentiles (before Abraham) and Jews & Gentiles (since). These are raised together,

· “Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life,” (Dan 12:2a).

Judgment of the Living at the End of the 70th week
The LORD deals with Israel and the nations separately -- 

     The LORD will judge the nations (Ps 9:8, 19; Joel 3:2; Isa. 2:4; John 5:22), “the living and the dead” (2 Tim. 4:1; 1 Peter 4:5). The nations include all who physically survive the Tribulation. Those who are found righteous “believers” will enter the Kingdom in living physical bodies, still possessing a sin nature and capable of death. Righteous Jews ("brethren") and Gentiles will enter into the 1000 Year Reign of Christ [Unrighteous Jews have already been purged from the Nation by the Tribulation (Zech. 13:8), and are excluded from the Kingdom, as well as unrighteous Gentiles.

The Judgment of the Nations – Matthew 25:31-46

     The righteous “sheep” and the unrighteous “goats” will be separated. The goats will be cast from the earthly kingdom, the sheep will go into the earthly kingdom, "come ye blessed… enter into the Kingdom prepared for you?” (Mt. 25:34). 
· “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. ‘All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left.” (Matt 25:31-33)
Righteous Gentiles – “sheep”
     In this context, the criteria of those who inherit the kingdom is based on their works -- how did they treat the “brethren” - Jews living during the Tribulation,
· The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.” (Matt 25:40)

     The righteous sheep will enter “into eternal life” (25:46b). This qualitative eternal life is gained by good deeds (Also see Gal. 6:8). [This ought not to be confused with quantitative eternal life and is ALWAYS given as a gift by faith alone in Christ alone].
Unrighteous Gentiles – “goats”
· Then He will answer them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' These will go away into eternal punishment…,” (Matt 25:45-46)
     All of the unrighteous gentiles -- those peoples who are not killed at the battle of Armageddon -- are physically slayed and sent to Sheol or hades (the place of the dead) till the end of the 1000 years -- (Mt. 25:31-33, 41-46). Their souls (called “the dead”) will be resurrected at the end of the Millennium, judged and cast into the lake of fire, the second death (Rev. 20:11-15)

The Millennium -- The One Thousand Year Reign of Christ on Earth
     The Millennium is the physical, earthly, and literal reign of Jesus Christ, the Son of Abraham, the Son of David with justice and righteousness for 1000 years as king of Israel and over all the nations, followed then by the eternal state. 

The Kingdom was Promised to Abraham and David
     The Kingdom is the fulfillment of God’s promise originally given to Abraham. The LORD promised to give him and his descendants a land, to make them a great nation, and to bless them (Gen. 12:1-2). The LORD then promised David that it would be one of His descendants who would rule as king over the nation forever,

· “When your days are complete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your descendant after you, who will come forth from you, and I will establish his kingdom. ‘He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.” (2 Sam. 7:12-13)

     Despite the fact that the nation having been disperse and exiled from the Land, and no king was ruling over His people, the LORD revealed in a dream to Daniel that His promise still stood,
· “One like a Son of Man was coming… And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13-14; 2:44)

     Nearly 1000 years later that promised was fulfilled in Jesus,

· “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. ‘He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.” (Luke 1:31-33)
     Additionally, when he comes, His throne will extend to “rule the kings of the earth” (Rev 1:5)
The Kingdom was Offered, Rejected, and then Postponed, but later Accepted.
     Jesus proclaimed, “The kingdom God is near”. He did not say, “It is here”. And this message was to be proclaimed “to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” only (Mt. 10:5-7)

     The offering of the Kingdom was contingent on:

1.    Repentance of sin by the whole nation

2. Recognition of John the Baptist as forerunner

3. Reception of Jesus Christ as the Messiah King, as LORD. 

     The leaders of the nation rejected Jesus, as the Christ, instead concluded that Jesus was an evildoer (Jn. 18:30) and even possessed by “Beelzebul the ruler of the demons” (Mt. 12:23-24). When Pilate said to the Jews, “Behold, your King!" they cried out, “Away with Him, crucify Him!’ Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?” They finally admitted, “We have no king but Caesar.” (Jn. 19:14-15). 
     As a result of Israel’s rejection of the Christ, the Kingdom was, not canceled, but delayed,

· “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it.” (Mt. 21:43)

God is still not finished with the nation of Israel,

· “For I say to you, from now on you will not see Me until you say, 'BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD!'” (Mt. 23:39)
· “and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24)

· “a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;” (Rom 11:25)
     In the end time the gospel of the kingdom will be preached again and accepted by a remnant in Israel (Mt. 24:14).
     Did Jesus come to offer a literal earthly Kingdom? The Jews thought so. They were looking for a Messiah who would overthrow the Romans. Some of them seeing the signs which he performed intended “to come and take Him by force to make Him king,” (John 6:15) Where they wrong in thinking so? No! The LORD promised to send a deliverer.   They simply rejected Jesus as the King who would deliver them, “We do not want this man to reign over us. (Lk. 19:14). They wanted a king, just not this one.

     Critics claim that dispensational theology makes the same mistake that the Jews did, by merely looking for a “carnal” or “material” kingdom only. They fail to distinguish between a “spiritualized” or “symbolic” view of the Kingdom and the spiritual and material realities of the Kingdom. His kingdom is a spiritual kingdom within the realm of the material, ruling over living, breathing humans possessing flesh and blood.

His Kingdom is a Spiritual Kingdom
“Although emphasizing the multitude of material blessings offered in the millennium, the theocratic kingdom is essentially a spiritual kingdom even though it exists in the realm of the earth”

His Kingdom is Extend to All the Earth
· His Kingdom has come, His will shall be done “on the earth as it is in heaven” (Mt. 6:10)
· “And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name the only one.” (Zech. 14:9)
· “The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance; He will wash his feet in the blood of the wicked. And men will say, "Surely there is a reward for the righteous; surely there is a God who judges on earth!” (Ps. 58:10-11)

His Kingdom will be Characterized by Righteousness, Justice, and Peace
· “O let the evil of the wicked come to an end, but establish the righteous;” (Ps. 7:9)
· “In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch of David to spring forth; and He shall execute justice and righteousness on the earth.” (Jer. 33:20)
· “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this.” (Isa. 9:6-7)
· “But with righteousness He will judge the poor, and decide with fairness for the afflicted of the earth; And He will strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. Also righteousness will be the belt about His loins, and faithfulness the belt about His waist.” (Isa. 11:4-5f)
     Isaiah 65:17-25 describes the Millennial Kingdom as a new day, “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth…” A new dispensation has come, paradise is restored, all people, particularly Jerusalem will live in peace and safety; economic prosperity will abound to all. The curse upon the earth has been lifted. No longer will man need to toil in hardship. 
     Though all is not well, the sin nature of man will still exist and as a result wickedness, poverty and oppression will endure, though at a minimum. It will be kept at a minimum because justice will be exercised with swiftness and fairness. Those found guilt will be slayed. Death has yet to be vanquished (65:20b).

His Kingdom will be Characterized by Obedience, Holiness, and Truth
     Their will come about during the Kingdom a complete and willing obedience on the part of the subjects of God. This will be greatly facilitated for a number of reasons:

1. By the fulfillment of the New Covenant Israel will experience a renewed heart and mind, with God’s law written on their inward parts (Jer. 31:33).
2. The Holy Spirit will be poured out upon all people to permanently indwell, fill and teach (Joel 2:28)

3. Satan and his evil influence will be removed from the earth. His evil social-economic and chiefly religious idolatrous systems will be eradicated.

4. Universal knowledge of the LORD will be made known, ignorance is abolished. No one will say, “Do you know the LORD?” for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them (Jer. 31:34).
5. There will be widespread obedience by the nations and submission to the authority of Christ (Ps. 22:27-28; Mal. 1:11).

     The LORD will be exalted from His holy mountain (Ps. 48:1), and establish His only house there. It will be His holy dwelling place by which He will rule over the nations of the earth from the throne of His Holiness (Ps. 47:8).

· “My holy name I will make known in the midst of My people Israel; and I will not let My holy name be profaned anymore. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel” (Ezek. 39:7)


· “Thus says the LORD, 'I will return to Zion and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.” (Zech. 8:3)
     “It certainly seems clear, that the Old Testament, over and over again, refers to a great and glorious time to come when peace will prevail on the earth, when the Messiah will reign in righteousness, and when nature will be restored to her original beauty (See, for example, Isa 9:6-7; 11:1; 30:15-33; also 35; 44; and 49; 65:17-66:14, Jer. 23:5-6, etc.).

The Duration of the Kingdom is Established
· “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years… they will be priest of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years” (Rev 20:4-6)
     The duration “a thousand years” is only mentioned here in Revelation 20:1-6. It is mentions six times in six verses. 
Is the Kingdom Literal or Not?

     If one is consistent in their interpretation of the text of Revelation, then the plain sense of the words and the chronological place in the prophecy weighs heavily toward a literal understanding,

“It is generally held, even by those denying the literalness of the thousand year period, that the angel, heaven, the pit, Satan, the nations, the resurrections mentioned in this chapter are literal. It would be folly to accept the literalness of those and deny the literalness of the time element.”

“Those who lived next to the Apostles, and the whole church for 300 years, understood them in the plain literal sense;”

     The “thousand years” purposely exists to distinction it from the “Eternal State”. During the Millennium Christ rules over sinful men on earth. In the eternal state, Christ rules over men in the new heaven and new earth, whose sin nature is eradicated and where “there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away” (Rev 21:4). During the Millennium Christ will rule as King and High Priest from the Millennial Temple in Jerusalem. In the eternal state He will reign from the New Jerusalem which will come down out of heaven from God (Rev 21:10f).

     “By the establishment of the theocracy on earth for a thousand years, under the Messianic theocratic King, God has accomplished His purpose of demonstrating His rule in the sphere in which that authority was fist challenged. By merging this earthly theocracy with the eternal kingdom God’s eternal sovereignty is established…”

The Releasing of Satan and the Final Revolt
     After the thousand years is completed Satan “must be released for a short time.”; “a little season” [KJV] “a little while” [NKJV] (Rev 20:3); literally, a “mikrón” of time.

     It is the interpretation of amillennialists beginning with Augustine to the present day “a little season” refers to the present church age.
· “When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down form heaven and devoured them. And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” (Rev. 20:7-10).


Inconsistent Hermeneutic

     Some say that the binding and loosing of Satan is not to be interpreted literally,

“How can this bear any kind of literal interpretations…These can be only symbolical representations, utterly incapable of the sense generally put upon them.”

     The binding of Satan really means that, ”for a certain term of time, in which he should have much less power and the church much more peace than before.”

     Satan’s loosing means, “…that there would be, in certain parts of the world, a temporary outbreak of wickedness, as if Satan were for a time released from his chains.”

     And the nations are gathered, “As if to assemble them for war;” and “as if distant and barbarous nations should be aroused to make war on the church of God. The meaning is, that there would be an awakened hostility against the kingdom of Christ in the earth.” 

     Is Satan now then permanently removed from deceiving the world “as if he is thrown into the lake of fire…?” These same commentators who demand interpreting many passages as only symbolical representations, interpret 20:10 as literal, demonstrating their arbitrary and inconsistent rule of interpretation.

The Last Deception
· “Satan will be released from his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog… the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.,” (20:7b-8a, 8c)
     Satan will be permitted to enter the paradise regained and in person lead the final conspiracy against Christ and His people. From all over the entire earth, from every existing nation, even from the far reaches of the earth, i.e.: “Gog and Magog”, an uncountable number of the descendants of those believers who first entered into the kingdom will be deceived by God’s adversary.

     They “know the LORD”, that is, they “know of the LORD”, like the demons who know God exist and that He is one (James 2:19), but fail to trust in Him as Savior, and receive eternal life. They still possess a sin nature with the ability to be deceived. Satan is able to appeal to the wicked passions of the heart/mind, exciting a hope that they might yet overthrow the LORD. This seems incredible, but is only plausible if men still possess a sin nature. Jesus said, “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, etc…” (Mt. 15:19a). This final test demonstrates the corruption of the human heart, now tried and tested under every possible condition, in every possible way.


     “The question is often asked, ‘How can one account for this last rebellion after the beneficent Millennial reign of Christ?’ For one thing, it reveals that a thousand years of imprisonment do not alter the evil character of the devil. Furthermore, unregenerate man does not change, and though the whole earth is under the rule of Christ, great multitudes obey him only from fear and not from love.”

The Last Rebellion
· “…to gather them together for the war… And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city” (20:8b,9a)

     Their intent is to cast out, and retake the city that was lost, by violent means. The “beloved city” is the earthly city of Jerusalem that exists during the Millennium, not the “New Jerusalem”, which is still yet to come.

The Last Judgment on Earth 

     Their judgment is sudden, swift and complete, “and fire came down from heaven and devoured them” (20:9b)

· “Fire goes before him and consumes his foes on every side.” (Ps 97:3) [NIV]

The Last Cast of Satan
· “And the devil who deceived them was thrown [cast] into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever”. (20:10) 
1)  Cast from heaven along with his angels to the earth for 3½  years (Rev. 12:7-9)

2)  Cast into the pit and bound for a 1000 years (Rev. 20:1-3)

3)  Cast into the lake of fire forever, where the beast and false prophet are already (Rev. 20:10) 
Torture! Really? 

· Demons Expect to be Tormented, “basanizo”,
· “What business do we have with each other, Son of God? Have You come here to torment “basanos” us before the time?” (Matt 8:29; Mk 5:7: Lk 8:28).

· The Devil, along with the beast and the false prophet “will be tormented day and night, forever and ever” (Rev. 20:10). 
· Man can presently experience torture on earth (Mt 8:6; 2 Pt 2:8; Rev 9:5; 11:10; 12:2).

· Those who take the mark of the Beast will be tormented with fire and brimstone (Rev. 14:10).
· “A certain rich man” experienced torment “basanos” in the place of departed souls, called “Sheol” (OT), and “hades” (NT), “this place of torment” (Lk 16:23, 28). The rich man describes his experience in hades as grief or sorrow “odune”, “I am in agony in this flame.” (16:24, 25) [Also used on Lk. 2:48; Acts 20:38; Rom. 9:2; 1 Tim. 6:10]

     Outside of Luke 16, nowhere does it say in the Scriptures that unbelievers called “the dead” in Revelation will experience torture in hell, the place of eternal punishment. But it does say “death and Hades” will be cast, into the same place “the lake of fire”, where Satan and His angels, the false prophet, and beast are tormented “basanizo”, “day and night, forever and ever” It can be assumed the all unbelievers may experience some level of conscious torment in hell forever, since they are in a place of torment.*
     The degree and frequency of this torment is unknown. The intensity of the punishment of the unsaved will be determined by their (evil) deeds, “the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books” [NKJV] (Rev. 20:12).

· “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption,” Gal. 6:7-8a)

“Hell” is an English translation of the Greek “Hades” Sometimes translated, sometimes not.

“Hades” is the untranslated Greek, used only in the NT - “A place of conscious torment” (Ryrie)
“Sheol” is the untranslated Hebrew, used only in the OT; – The world of the dead.

“Geheena” is of Hebrew origin, “a valley of Jerusalem used (figuratively) as a name for the place (or state) of everlasting punishment.”
 The conventional understanding is that gehenna is a metaphor for Hell, or eternal punishment. Joseph Dillow, in “Final Destiny” explores a different position,
     “The judgment of Gehenna is a metaphor for the terrible rebuke that Christ directs toward the unfaithful believer because of the shame and disgrace of his unfaithful and wasted life. A life which is of no more value than an unburied corps cast into a waste dump.”

The Second Resurrection and the Great White Throne Judgment – “The Last Day”
· “Many who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake… to disgrace and everlasting contempt.” (Dan 12:2)
     There is one more great universal-embracing event that must take place before there can be the eternal peace and righteousness. The resurrection, judgment and casting of the wicked of all ages into the lake of fire,

· “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.” (Rev. 20:11-15)

     The wicked will be excluded from dwelling in the New Jerusalem where God will, “wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain;” (Rev. 21:4)

·  “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” (Rev 21:8)
     Bob Wilkin, president of the Grace Evangelical Society states,

     “Final judgment is a term many commentators use to refer to a general judgment in which all people of all time, believers and unbelievers, will be judged to determine their eternal destiny. Typically people who use this expression do not distinguish between the Judgment Seat of Christ and the Great White Throne Judgment. However, Jesus clearly indicated that the believer “will not come into judgment” judgment concerning his eternal destiny (Jn. 5:24). A careful reading of Rev. 20:11-15 shows that even that judgment is not for the purpose of determining the eternal destiny of the unbelievers. 
     The purpose of the Great White Throne Judgment is twofold: to determine the degree of suffering unbelievers will experience forever based on an evaluation of their works (as found in the books, plural), and to announce who will be cast into the lake of fire (anyone whose name is not found written in the book of life).

· “The LORD detests all the proud of heart, be sure of this: They will not go unpunished.” (Prov. 16:5) [NIV] 
This is very “the last day” of the “Day of the LORD” for the rejecters of Christ,

· “He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.” (John 12:48-49).
    The first and second resurrection occur on “the last day” (Jn. 6:39-40, 44, 54; 11:24) yet separated by a thousand years (Rev. 20:5-6), “after this comes judgment,” (Heb. 9:27)
     The casting into lake of fire is the second death, the place of eternal fire / punishment (Mt. 18:8; 25:41, 46; Jude 7).

     “In Matthew 25:41 the Lord said to the wicked, “Depart from me, ye curse, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” The word “prepared” literally “having been prepared,” suggests that the lake of fire is already in existence and awaiting its occupants.”


     Instruction about and “the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment” is considered by the writer of Hebrews as one of “the elementary teaching about the Christ”, (Heb. 6:1-2).
     It should be noted that the events in chapter 20 follow the chronologically the events in chapter 19. The most natural straight forward reading of the text suggests also that chapters 21-22 follow the same chronological sequence. The repeated use of “and” (kai) or “then” strongly suggests an unbroken sequence of events. There is no linguistic or grammatical evidence to suggest that the binding and loosing of Satan, the Millennium and the judgment of the wicked does not follow the events of the second coming of Christ, and also proceed the description of Eternal State and the New Jerusalem.

The Eternal State -- The New Heavens and New Earth -- “The Day of God” 
     In preparation of the new heaven and new earth, the old heaven and earth must pass away,

“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat and the earth and its works will be burned up… looking for and hastening the coming day of God, because of which the heavens, will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! (2 Pt. 3:10, 12). 
     The new heavens and earth was anticipated in the Old Testament,

· “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former things shall no be remembered or come to mind… For just as the new heavens and the new earth which I make will endure before Me, declares the Lord” (Isa. 65:17; 66:22). 
     Isaiah seems to be describing the new heaven and earth in its preliminary form, for it continues to describe conditions in the Millennial Kingdom. But it is also used to describe conditions in its final form at the close of the Millennium, where the old heaven and earth will be replace by a new heaven and earth,

· “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away,” (Rev. 21:1a)
     John continues with a further description of this new heaven and earth (Rev. 21:1-4, 21:10 - 22:5) the New Jerusalem being the primary focal point,

· “…and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,” (Rev. 21:1b-3)

     John describes this holy city, the New Jerusalem, as a bride for her husband. He continues saying,
· “…Come here, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb." And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God. Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper… (Rev. 21:9-11)

     We are exhorted to “rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him”. Why?

· “…for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. Then he said to me, Write, 'Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” (Rev. 19:7-9)
     It’s possible that the bride is both the holy city described in Revelation 21:10 – 22:5, and the bride are the residents of the city, which will probably include saints of all ages, for the bride speaks,
· “The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.” (Rev. 22:17) He who sits on the throne also says, “I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.” (Rev. 21:6b)
     To those who have already come and received eternal life “the Alpha and Omega” promises the victorious an amplified personal relationship and extended fellowship,

· “He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.” (Rev 21:7)

     The overcomer will be made a pillar in this temple and have the Father’s name, Jesus’ name and the name of the city of God written on the overcomer (Rev. 3:12). There will be no temple in the city, “for the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.” (Rev. 21:22)
     Jesus exhorted His disciples to prepare themselves for the wedding feast that will accompany the coming of His bride,
· “Be dressed in readiness and keep your lambs lit. Be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that, they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks” (Lk. 12:35-36).

     The entire Millennium, continuing into the Eternal State may refer to the wedding feast, the time of fellowship between God and His people,

· “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son…” (Matt 22:2-14)
     Expositors have often confused the Eternal State with the Millennium. The Eternal State will diver from the Millennium in that sin and unrighteous will have all passed away along with the present physical heavens and earth,


· “and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.'  And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new.” (Rev. 21:1b-4) 
· “They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” (Rev 7:16-17)
· “But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells” (2 Pt. 3:13).
· “…nothing unclean, and no one who practices abomination and lying, shall ever come into it...” (Rev 21:27)
     The first and second heavens along with the earth will be changed. There will be a transition, not an extinction,

     “In summary, the word “new” stands for quality and refers to an earth and heaven that have gone through a transition or a change which, according to context, is much superior to the previous heaven and earth.”

Question: What happens to those believing saints living on the earth?

     Those believers living in physical bodies, on the earth, during the Millennium, (who were not part of the rebellion and devoured by fire), will be transformed into immortal bodies that can no longer sin. They will be either suspended in space or time, or moved into the New Jerusalem, where they will eat from the tree of life that is there, in order to obtain immortality, while the new heaven and earth is being created.

     They will then live forever in physical sinless bodies on the new earth, procreating and filling the earth with immortal sinless human beings. Faithful saints of the OT and NT period, now in glorified bodies, will rule over those living on the earth. For, “there will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace” (Isa. 9:7a). Everything will exist with God’s original purpose for man in mind.

Proposition A

     Adam and Eve were free agents and were to be tested for their loyalty to God’s authority. In this case, Eve was not deceived by Satan and Adam refused to rebel against the LORD God by disobeying Him by eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. They then passed God’s test. At that point, Adam and Eve would then have eaten of the tree of life, giving them immortality, and living forever in a physical sinless body, procreating and filling the earth with immortal sinless humans, having dominion over all the earth, where everything continued to be “very good”.

Proposition B

     Adam and Eve fail the test and disobey God. They are now sinners. They become aware of their sin and by their own means attempt to remedy the problem. The LORD God shows them a better way through a blood sacrifice, promising to send them a redeemer by their own seed. By listening to the Devil, man temporary forfeits his authority on earth to him, who becomes God’s adversary, Satan. A bitter conflict begins between Satan, man and God, until the Son comes to reestablish His right to rule. Adam and Eve are excluded from entering the Garden of Eden to prevent them from eating of the tree of life and living forever in immortal sinful bodies. Those who trust in God’s promise of a savior are able to receive eternal life and immortality in a sinless body. Man’s authority to rule over all the earth is returned to Him through the second Adam. 
       Heaven is never presented as the eternal home of those who trust in His promise of eternal life through Christ. Believers who do go to heaven are not meant to remain there. We will have no permanent address there. Humanity was made to dwell on the earth. Adam and Eve were created on the earth, not in heaven. They were created for the earth and the earth was created for them to dwell. They were told to have dominion over the earth. They were not created to live for or in Heaven. 
     The Lamb died in order to purchase men to be a kingdom and priests to God, and their reign will be “upon the earth.” (Rev. 5:9-10)
     Notice that the New Jerusalem will be on the earth. John, “saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God to the earth so that, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them,” (Rev. 21:1b-3). Jesus took upon Himself human flesh, a body, so that He could live among us.
     We will spend time worshipping the Lord Jesus on the earth. But that is not all that we will be doing. We were made to work, busy bodies, to use our creativity to the glory of God. The greatest achievements of mankind are yet to be accomplished. The greatest painting, sculptures, building, gardens, etc. are yet to come.

Conclusion

     In the Day of God all things have been tested. All things are now under the complete domination of God. All enemies have been defeated, including death, by the Son to the Father that "God [the Godhead] may be all in all". The plan of redemption completed forever -- The Son's stewardship and self-imposed subjection consummated,
· “then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will be abolished is death. For HE HAS PUT ALL THINGS IN SUBJECTION UNDER HIS FEET. But when He says, "All things are put in subjection," it is evident that He is excepted who put all things in subjection to Him. When all things are subjected to Him, then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him, so that God may be all in all”. (1 Cor. 15:24-28).
     The last revealed words from the LORD are, "Yes, I am coming quickly.” (Rev. 22:20).

Are YOU Ready?

· “My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done” (Rev 22:12)

What will the New Earth be Like?

1. A Literal Created Planet – Revelation 21:1

2. Similar in topography to the Millennial Earth – Mountains will not be as tall (Isaiah 40:4; Revelation 16:20) and Mt. Zion will be the highest (Isaiah 2:2)

3. The New Jerusalem – A city larger that any country on earth today. A cube of 1,500 miles. Every single believer of the Church Age will have a residence there, but they will have their primary residence on earth, in their “home country”. Church Age believers will live all over the new earth and faithful Church Age believers will rule over the nations (2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 2:26). The nations will annually bring their gifts to Jesus at the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:24).

4. The New Jerusalem will have streets, building, and walls (Revelation 21:18, 21).

5. The new earth will be made of beautiful cities, countries, parks, gardens, and roadways. Their designs will exceed even the most beautiful designs today.

6. The new earth will be like the Garden of Eden (Ezekiel 36:35).

7. The New Jerusalem will have twelve gates made of pearl (Revelation 21:21).
8. Though the new heaven and earth will have new sun and moon, there will be no night in the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:25). The Lord Jesus will Himself light it up (Revelation 21:33).

9. Jesus’ throne will be in the New Jerusalem (Revelation 22:1)

10. A river of living water will flow from His throne. On both sides of the river will be the tree of life. The tree of life will yield a different fruit each month. (Revelation 22:1-2). The fruit will be only for overcoming believers. (Revelation 22:14). The leaves of the tree of life will be for the healing of the nations (Revelation 22:2).

11. There will be nations all over the new earth (Revelation 21:24).

12. The kings of the nations will annually bring their glory (precious gifts) to the New Jerusalem to present to the King of Kings (Revelation 21:24).

13. There will be no more sea or large salt water oceans (Revelation 21:1). There will be water in the New Jerusalem and all over the earth for vegetation and for the tree of life (Revelation 22:1-2).
14. Faithful and Overcoming believers will have special white garments (Revelation 3:4-5) and likely will have faces that shine, like Moses did on Mt Sinai and like Jesus did on the Mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:2).

15. Overcomers will have unique white stones which will have a special engraved name on them (Revelation 2:17). These stones given by Jesus will be a prized piece of jewelry.

16. The manna hidden in the Ark of the Covenant will be available for all Overcomers to eat (Revelation 2:17). The hidden manna will be tasty and will enhance one’s life. [These are symbols of fellowship].

17. We will serve Christ on the new earth (Revelation 22:3) Humans will have the same wide range of occupations we have today, except for those related to the fall and the sinfulness of man (e.g. police, doctors, morticians, etc.)
18. We will most likely have a much different sense of time. We will never be bored. We will never worry about how the Kingdom can forever be expanding and improving. It will be an amazing adventure that will never end. We will fully experience what God has created us to be and to do.

19. We may travel through worm holes and go throughout the universe.

20. In the eternal state, “The Day of God”, no one on the new earth will ever die; no tears of grief or sorrow; no more pain physically or emotionally (Revelation 21:4). People on the earth may experience pain free injuries, but once the leaves of the tree of life are brought to the injured person, his injuries will be healed (Revelation 22:2).

21. There will be banquets, “celebratory meals” in which the Lord Jesus will preside. Only faithful believers will be invited to the banquet at the beginning of the Millennium (Mt. 22:1-14).

22. There will be a library of all human history (cf. the books mentioned in Revelation 22:12-13). 

23. There will be three groups of people on the new earth. Israel, the Church and the nations (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:32). Israel will be made up of Jewish believers from Abraham until Pentecost, from the Tribulation and from the Millennium. The nations will be made up of Gentile believers from that same time period. The Church will be made up of believers from Pentecost until the Rapture.

24. It is possible, though highly speculative, that there will be children born forever from those living in the nations. If so, the Church fixed in number would become more and more of a minority in the kingdom, as Israel and the nations would expand forever. People from Israel and the nations in natural bodies will go from the Millennium to the new eternal earth, but without sin natures and without the ability to pass on a sin nature to their children.

Evidence: 1) There is no Scripture that says otherwise. Matthew 22:30 notwithstanding, Jesus spoke of people in the age to come, not being given in marriage, and thus not having children, but He was speaking of people in resurrected bodies; 2) We know that children will be born at least during the Millennium (cf. Isaiah 65:20-23); 3) Isaiah 9:7 says that the increase of the Messiah’s government shall have no end; 4) If Adam and Eve had never of sinned, there would have been children forever unless God eventually cut off reproduction; 5) God loves children and will want to see children forever.

25. If children are born in eternity future, eventually Christians would be extremely rare people in the Eternal Kingdom. Christians, in glorified bodies will rule over people in sinless natural bodies, not primarily over other glorified saints.

26. The bottom line is that the new earth will be a literal, physical, tangible place. We will not float on clouds and live as disembodied spirits. We will primarily walk and live on the earth. We will be able to visit and stay in the New Jerusalem. Even travel, possibly even fly, through the universe, to the third heaven.


"The millennium is a period in the later days of the church when, under the special power of Holy Spirit, the work of God shall be greatly revived and believers shall become so aware of their spiritual strength that to a degree unknown before they shall triumph over the power of evil both individually and collectively as a Church." Ernest F. Kevan Baker's Dictionary of Theology. Bakers Book House, Grand Rapids Michigan, 1960, p. 353.





“The historical-grammatical method focuses upon the historical background and grammar to determine the correct meaning of any particular passage of Scripture. Words are given the common, ordinary meaning which they had in the culture and time in which the passage was written”.





In the allegorical method words are not given the common, ordinary meaning which they had in the culture and time in which the passage was written, but are instead assigned different meanings, which makes this method highly subjective. Showers, p. 24.
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     Despite the fact that Esau did not receive “The Blessing”, the one promised to his father Abraham, Esau was still graciously blessed. He received another blessing of sorts, in its place. (See Genesis 27:30-40; 33:9).








     Israel has not yet come into their New Covenant with God. It has been promised to them. The cross is where God ratified the New Covenant for them, but Israel has not accepted it as of yet. But they will in the future. Israel has been chosen to participate in this New Covenant but they will not until they say "Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord", and mourn over the one whom they have pierced. In the meantime we (the Church) participate in Israel's Covenant before they even get it. But some day they will receive what has been promised to them at His Coming and all Israel will be saved.





Charles Ryrie says, "National promises made to Abraham as the father of the Jewish people are not in view in this verse, only the universal promise is (3:8)".





     The household of faith includes believers of all ages, from Adam to the eternal state. Individual members of the body of Christ do not become Israelites. We are Abraham’s seed by faith, not by physical seed.





     In the Old Testament the blessing was to be carried to the Gentiles. It is through the New Covenant that the Gentiles are connected to the blessings of God, promised to Abraham.





God’s promise to secure a land, in which Israel can live securely, to rule over this nation, and bless them forever, is still a future thing!





The things spoken of in these verses were in no way fulfilled after the first regathering, nor are they today. There are still more Jews in America today than in Israel.





     A possible allusion referring to the Church in the Old Testament is found in Acts 7:38, where Stephen refers to Moses as one whom, “was in the church in the wilderness” (KJV). However, later English version correctly translate “ekklesia”, in a more generic sense, either “assembly” or “congregation”, including the NKJV.





     A few Gentiles lived within the boarder of the land of Palestine possessed by the Israelites, but they did not have any heritance rights to the land, nor were they considered to possess equal status in the nation. They shared in the blessing aspect of the Abrahamic Covenant. Prophecies concerning Gentile blessings in the Old Testament do not represent references to the church. The redeemed of all the ages are not necessarily members of the Church.
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